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St-Barth

THIS IS US
DOMINATES
2012 BUCKET
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Rain, rain go away was
the motto on the first
day of the 2012 St

Barth Bucket, Friday, March 23,
when the skies over the island
remained overcast and rather wet
all day. In spite of these soaking
rains, there was sun for the rest of
the weekend, allowing the fleet
of 47 sailboats (45 completed the
three days) to race under good
conditions, with winds of 10 to
15 knots. 

With the largest Bucket fleet to
date—an incredible array of

boats over 100 feet in length–
race organizers decided to add a
fourth category, Les Mademoi-
selles des Mers, in addition to the
existing classes. The winners of
the four individual classes are:
Parsifal III for Les Grand Dames;
Lady B for Les Mademoiselles
(also second overall); Mari-Cha
III for Les Gazelles; and the
overall winner of the race, the
42-meter Holland Jachtbouw-
built yacht, This Is Us, topping
Les Elegantes. 

As a prologue to the actual Buck-
et, with its three days of racing,
there was a very special event on
Thursday, March 22, with the
four magnificent J-boats in the

Bucket racing against each other,
almost like a mini-Americas Cup
race, for which these boats were
originally designed. Endeavour
took top honors over Hanuman,
Ranger, and Velsheda. 

“I would like to thank the other 46
boats in the Bucket for their
incredible sportsmanship,” said
the owner of This Is Us, Dirk
Cavens. His captain, Robin Winn,
who has been with This Is us for
the past 18 months, added: “Every
day was fantastic, the Bucket has
an amazing setup and gets better
every year, they work so hard and
there is an amazing ambiance.”
The dominant victory by This Is
Us included first place wins on

THIS IS US DOMINATES 
THE BUCKET The Bucket fleet sailing around 

the islets of Pelé and Boulanger during
Saturday's Wiggly Course
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days two and three of the
Bucket, an outstanding
achievement considering
the level of competition
represented by the boats
and the crews at this
event.

Lady B, a handsome 45-
meter Dubois yacht built
at Vitters Shipyards,
won the first day’s
around-the-island race,
coming in third and sixth
on subsequent days for a
well-deserved second
place berth in the Buck-
et, as well as the top spot
for the 10 Dubois yachts
in the race in the new
Mademoiselles class.
Third place went to Blue
Too, a 34-meter Alloy
Yachts ketch, which also
took second place in Les
Elegantes class, just
behind This Is Us. 

The “Escargot Cup,” an
honor awarded to the
slowest boat (although
the actual can of snails
was not returned by last
year’s winner) went to
Barracuda, a 50-meter
Perini Navi yacht, built
for comfort rather than
speed perhaps… (a full
list of winners and

awards at www.bucke-
tregattas.com).

Each year the Bucket
makes a contribution to a
worthy island project, as
part of its commitment
to the community of
Saint Barth. This year,
they donated 23,500
euros toward the renova-
tion of the traditional
Caribbean house near
the Catholic Church in
Lorient, where the
island’s nuns have lived.
This money will help
complete the work so
they can move back to
their home. 

The Bucket organization
has grown over the past
few years, with Peter
Craig of Premiere Rac-
ing serving as race direc-
tor with Bucket commit-
tee members Ian Crad-
dock and Tim Laugh-
ridge lending a hand
(Hank Halsted was
unable to attend this
year), as well as Jim
Teeters, who supervises
the yacht rating system.
A crew of volunteers and
the staff of the Port of
Gustavia also make sure
things run as smoothly

Endeavour;

Lady B;

Marie;

P2
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Sibarth Real Estate
Tel: (+ 590) 590.29.88.91

estates@sibarthrealestate.com
www.sibarthrealestate.com

3 bedroom apartment on the heights 
of Gustavia. Residence with pool.

Apartment CCB €2 800 000 Apartment LGN €3 000 000
In the brand new residence in Gustavia, 
2 bedroom apartment overlooking the marina.

as possible for the hundreds of people who
come to Saint Barth to participate in the Bucket,
and orchestrate the movement of the fleet in
and out of the port.

In spite of the rainy start, and a few accidents
(one sailor was hospitalized and the largest boat
in the fleet, the 67-meter Baltic Yacht, Hetairos,
hit some rocks and had to withdraw), the 2012
Bucket was a fabulous event. Especially in
terms of safety for such a big fleet of really big
boats, and in putting on a great show of nautical
prowess, a treat for those who sail as well as
those who watch from the shore!

Ellen Lampert-Gréaux
Photos: Rosemond Gréaux

The fleet with spinnakers
open to the wind

Sojana

Duel between 
Ranger & Endeavour 
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2012 ST BARTHS BUCKET RESULTS
CUMULATIVE
1st This Is Us, 
2nd Lady B, 
3rd Blue Too

BY CLASS
� Grandes Dames des Mers
PARSIFAL III
PANTHALASSA
AXIA

� Elégantes des Mers
THIS IS US
BLUE TOO
WINDCREST

� Mademoiselles des Mers
LADY B
GANESHA
TWIZZLE

� Gazelles des Mers
MARI-CHA III
FIREFLY
P2

� J Class
ENDEAVOUR
RANGER
VELSHEDA
HANUMAN

Pere Kaze, a sister from The Order of Saint Paul de
Chartres, and Josette Gréaux accept the Bucket
donation of 23,500 euros toward the renovation of
the nuns' house in Lorient

Robin Winn, captain of This Is Us, enjoying the victory of first place at the Bucket

Mr and Mrs Dirk Cavens, owners of This Is Us, with
members of the winning crew 
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T
he Saint Barth International
Property Owners Associa-
tion met on March 15,

2012 at Le Massai restaurant, with
special guest Ernest Brin, harbor
director and port security officer
in St. Barth. Brin gave a brief his-
tory of the port, noting that the
inhabitants of the island have
always been attracted by the
ocean, and in the 1950’s-60’s,
about 10 local owners of
schooners/sloops carried freight to
and from the island, which con-
tributed to the island’s economic
growth. In the 1970’s, the port
became a favorite stop for boats
from the States and Europe, and in
the early ‘80’s, the local govern-
ment took over the management
of the port after they got the
authorization to do so from
Guadeloupe, which had jurisdic-

tion until that time. In 1983, the
commercial port was built in Pub-
lic moving it from the inner har-
bor of Gustavia, where the main
pleasure boat dock and port
offices are now. 

Brin also provided some statistics:
11 people work at the port; in
2011, 862 cargo ships called at the
port; two oil tankers arrive once
every 10-12 days, one for diesel
and gasoline for cars, and the sec-
ond tanker with fuel for the elec-
tric company, EDF.
Brin noted some of the challenges
the port faces: lack of space for
storage and discharge of contain-
ers, and parking for workers at the
commercial port, which will soon
add an additional 1,200 sq. meters
for storage. He also added that the
island has decided not to allow

cruise ships with more than 2,000
passengers to dock in the harbor. 

Brin has worked for the port since
May of 1989; for eight years as
assistant director, stepping into
the top spot in December 2009.
Since becoming Director he has
implemented such changes as
allowing boats to register online.
He concluded by inviting every-
one to come see him at the port
offices: “My door is always
open,” he said.

The final meeting of the organiza-
tion for 2012 will be held on April
12 at Le Massai at 5:30pm. At
that time elections of officers and
new board members will take
place, and it will be the last meet-
ing of Larry O’Donnell’s presi-
dency. 

SBIPOA MEETS ERNEST BRIN, DIRECTOR OF PORT
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He doesn’t walk on
water, he flies. Alexandre
Caizergues, kite-surfing
champion originally from
Port-Saint-Louis du
Rhône in France, added a
new record to his list
when he “flew” between
Saint Barth and Saint
Martin in 44 minutes on
Thursday, March 22.
Bruno Strocka, who had
covered the distance in
50 minutes and 10 sec-
onds on February 3,
2011, held the prior
record. As for setting
records, Caizergues can
never get enough. He
was the first man in the
world to break the kite-
surfing barrier of 100
km/h (53.99 knots), with

a speed of 100.19 km/h
(54.1 knots), on October
12, 2010, in Nambia.
This record only lasted a
few days before Ameri-
can Rob Douglas broke it
with a speed of 103.06
km/h (55.65 knots), mak-
ing him the fastest kite-
surfer out there. Yet
Caizergues is always up
for a new challenge,
which led him to leave
Grand Cul-de-Sac at
11am last Thursday,
from an imaginary start-
ing line between Tortue
and the point of Anse
Maréchal, and reach Ori-
ent Bay in Saint Martin
just under 45 minutes lat-
er, covering a distance of
almost 30 kilometers. “A

month ago when I
reserved my plane tick-
ets, the trade winds were
higher than 20 knots in
Saint Barthélemy,”
recalls Caizergues. “But
this week, the wind was
much lighter. At the start,
I had trouble leaving the
lagoon, and for ten min-
utes with a breeze of 15
knots, it was touch and
go. I even considered
heading back,” he says,
over a full breakfast on
the terrace of Le Sereno
two days after the event,
chatting with Hugo Lat-
tard, editor-in-chief of Le
Journal de Saint Barth.
“Finally the wind stabi-
lized at around 17 knots
with high seas, as fore-
cast, and I made it,” he
adds with a big smile. As

far as his gear, Caizer-
gues had a prototype
long-distance F ONE
board under his feet, and
a 150 sq ft Bandit 5 kite
sail. Caizergues is one of
the rare kite-surfers in the
world to earn his living
from his sport, and will
be in Leucate along the
south-west coast of
France on April 7-15 for
the 12th edition of Mon-
dial du Vent. Here he
will find all the heavy-
weights of the sport as
well as the best wind-sur-
feurs. But Caizergues is
already dreaming of
coming back to Saint
Barth next year to better
his “flying” time to Saint
Martin: “40 minutes,
with winds of 20 knots is
doable,” he predicts.

Kite Surf: Fastest Man From Saint Barth To Saint Martin



Live Music
� Every Day 
• Lunch with resident DJ
Maxx-C, Nikki Beach
• 'Beach Lunch, Pink Parrot
Bar, Residence DJ, La Plage
Restaurant
� Through April 5
- Live Music with TBA from
9pm to  midnight, Bete A
Z’Ailes, Gustavia
� Thursday, 29
- Live concert with  Nungan
& Papaguyo, 8pm@ Strand 
- Diner Cabaret with 
showgirls at Ti St-Barth

-  Soley, sunset music, La
 Banane 7 to 9pm, Lorient
� Friday, March 30
- The 'Dynamic Duo' 
@ 7pm, La Route Des
 Boucaniers, Gustavia
- Dinner Live music from
7pm, Gemma Genazzano &
Joe Scott, Latin Soul Music
Taino Restaurant, 
Christopher Hotel
- Sweet 'n' Soulful Sunset
Serenade with Christine
Gordon @ Carl Gustaf,
from 5:00 to 8pm
- Sunset & dinner music,
with Soleil @ Do Brazil
- Plastic Boots with fashion
show@ Ti St Barth
-Dinner & Music, DJ Yo-
One Sutter, Fire show, Fash-
ion Shows and much more,
La Plage Restaurant
� Saturday, March 31
- Nungan & Papaguyo,
8pm, at the Wall House
Restaurant, Gustavia
- Lunch with Sunny Side 
Island Acoustic Duo,
1:00pm, Christopher Hotel
- The 'Dynamic Duo'
 Christine Gordon and 
Dana Jared from 7pm @ 
La Route Des  Boucaniers
- Soley, the best of  flamenco
to acoustic@ 6pm, 
Bar de L’Oubli, Gustavia
- Crazy Week End at 
Ti St Barth, Pointe Milou
- Live Music with  Christian,
from7pm -10pm at Taino,
Christopher Hotel
-Beach Lunch with DJ Yo-
One Sutter, La Plage
Restaurant
� Sunday, April 1
- Brunch with Sunny Side
Island, Acoustic Duo, 11am,
@ Toiny Hotel
- Nungan & Papaguyo,
8pm, at Isola, Gustavia
- Live concert with Soley &
Papaguyo, 8pm, Bonito
-Lunch Beach Party mixed
by DJ Yo-One Sutter, La
Plage Restaurant 

� Monday, April 2
- Night of music and Magic
from 7pm at Le Bar du 
Village, Saint Jean 
- Live with Dana Jared &
Papaguyo at La Route 
des Boucaniers, at 7pm
� Tuesday, April 3
- Live concert with Nungan
& Papaguyo, 8pm, Bonito 
- Soley, sunset & dinner
music, Do Brazil, Gustavia
- Sweet 'n' Soulful Sunset
Serenade from 5:30 to 8pm
@ Hotel Carl Gustaf 
- Diner Cabaret with
 showgirls at Ti St Barth
- Live Music with Sunny
Side Island, Acoustic Duo,
8pm, Ti Zouk K’fé
� Wednesday, April 4
- Live Music with Dana
Jared at Christopher Hotel 
- Diner Cabaret with
 showgirls at Ti St Barth

- Live concert with Nungan
& Papaguyo, 8pm, La
Route des Boucaniers
- Gemma Genazzano &
Joey Scott, Sensual jazzy
Latin soul music, Do Brazil
- Soley, sunset & dinner
music, Ti Zouk K’fé
- Sweet 'n' Soulful Sunset
Serenade from 5:30 to 8pm
@ Hotel Carl Gustaf 

Art Exhibitions
� Through April 14,
- Michael Kagan,
«I am my Father’s Son»,
Space Sbh, Gustavia 
� Through March 31,
- A Voyage, an exhibit 
by Stanislas Defize 
Le Brigantin, Gustavia 
� Through April 5
- Gery Langlais at 
Les Artisans Gustavia

TIME OUT

Michel and his staff are happy to welcome you 

to their pool-side restaurant for lunch & dinner.

Holiday special, in addition to our regular menu.  

Lobsters Fresh From The Tank
100 g for 6,50 euros 

Hôtel Baie des Anges • Flamands • 0590 27 63 61

Where to go dancing? See an art exhibit?  Listen to live music? 
Time Out keeps you up to date on local happenings. Let’s party ! Special Events

LES VOILES DE
ST BARTH 2012
Schedule :
� Monday, April 2
- 6pm: Opening Cere-
mony, Quai General de
Gaulle
� Tuesday, April 3
- 12am: Start of the first
race
- 6pm: Activities in Race
Village: Sound and light
show on Quai General de
Gaulle
� Wednesday, April 4 
- 11am: Racing begins
- 6pm: Activities in Race
Village: Sound and light
show on Quai General de
Gaulle 
� Thursday, April 5
Day Off
- 6pm: Activities in Race
Village: Sound and light
show on Quai General de
Gaulle
� Friday, April 6
- 11am: Racing Begins
- 6pm:Activities in Race
Village: Sound and light
show on Quai General de
Gaulle
� Saturday, April 7
- 11am: Racing Begins
- 6pm: Awards Ceremony
- 8pm: Gala Closing Party
for Les Voiles de St Barth
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� Classified ads
Real Estate
This charming two
bedroom villa located
high in Vitet, with a
community pool, offers
a beautiful ocean view.
It can generate good
yearly revenue. Contact 
St. Barth Properties
Sotheby’s International
Realty: 0590 29 75 05

This two bedroom villa
is situated on the
heights of Grand Cul-
de-Sac with a magnifi-
cent view over the

lagoon below. Very
attractive price. 
St. Barth Properties
Sotheby’s International
Realty: 0590 29 75 05

This three bedroom vil-
la is set in Vitet with a
beautiful ocean view. It
needs major renovating
and is being sold with a
permit to construct a 3
bedroom villa. Contact
St. Barth Properties
Sotheby’s International 
Realty: 0590 29 75 05
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Rescue At Sea 05 90 27 57 58/ 06 90 64 08 07 
Gendarmerie 05 90 27 11 70
Hospital 05 90 27 60 35
Fire dept. 18 / 05 90 27 66 13
Doctor on call 05 90 90 13 13
Pharmacy Airport  05 90 27 66 61

Gustavia 05 90 27 61 82
Saint Jean 05 90 29 02 12

Tourism office 05 90 27 87 27

Harbour 05 90 27 66 97

Boat company Voyager 05 90 87 10 68

Airlines companyWinair 05 90 27 61 01

SB Commuter 05 90 27 54 54

Air Caraïbes 05 90 27 71 90

American Airlines  005995452040

Taxis Gustavia 05 90 27 66 31

Saint-Jean 05 90 27 75 81

Town Hall 05 90 29 80 40

EDF (electricity company office) 05 90 29 80 81

Water system  05 90 27 60 33

Marine Reserve 06 90 31 70 73

� Emergency numbers

� Useful numbers

Stay in touch 
WHEREVER YOU ARE AT

www.stbarthweekly.com

Published by  "Le Journal de Saint-Barth" 
ISSN-1766-9278

Ph. : 05.90.27.65.19

stbarthweekly@wanadoo.fr 
Director & layout : Avigaël Haddad 

Chief Editor: Hugo Lattard
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