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The Times They Are 
A Changing 

Was it an upset or to be expected? 
When the majority party for the past 
27 years lost its leader, president 

Bruno Magras, who decided to retire rather 
than run for another term, they regrouped, 
kept the same name, and put another Magras 
at the head of the slate (Romaric). Were they 
betting that the devil you know Is better than 
the one you don’t? As the winds of change 
started blowing pretty hard, this group might 
not have gone far enough from the status quo 
in its predictions. When they came out of the 
first round of voting in the territorial elections 
on March 20 they had over 46% of the vote, 
but surprise, surprise, to head them off at the 
pass during the second round on March 27, 
the two opposing teams decided to fuse, bet-
ting that their combined scores would trump 
the Magras camp. They won their bet. 
 
More details in this issue of The Weekly, but 
what does it all mean? Hard to tell at this ear-
ly date, but there are a lot of big issues on the 
table. They barely need to be listed as every-
one can see (and hear) the results of non-stop 
construction, huge homes out of scale with 
the island, overtaxed roads, dependency on 
fossil fuel to create electricity, an aging infra-
structure... the list goes on. Can the new team 
of Xavier Ledée and Hélène Bernier stem the 
tide? Would Romaric Magras have done bet-
ter if he had started a clean slate and distanced 
himself from the past? 
 
No matter what, Bruno Magras should really 
be applauded for his dedication to this island 
as its “head of state” for the past 27 years. Did 
I agree with everything he said and did? Of 
course not. But he ran a tight ship, refusing to 
capsize in the face of hurricane Luis, hurri-
cane Irma, the Covid pandemic, and a zillion 
other challenges along the way. Does he 
deserve a standing ovation? You betcha… 

Ellen Lampert-Gréaux

Donation For The Gustavia Nursery School    

Members of the parent/teacher association at the Gustavia nurs-
ery school had the pleasant surprise of a 5,000-euro check from a 
generous donor. Everyone at the school sincerely thanks Stelios 
Haji-Ioannou and Orla Murphy for their gift. President of the Ste-
lios Philanthropic Foundation, he had enrolled his daughter in the 
pre-school in Gustavia, and wanted to thank the staff for their 
good work. The 5,000 euros will serve primarily to buy outdoor 
games and electronic equipment (tablets, video projector, loud-
speakers for performances…). 
 

New Stars For Gourmet Festival Chefs 
Four of the 10 chefs who participated in the most recent edition 
of the Saint Barth Gourmet Festival were honored by the Miche-
lin Guide with the attribution of an additional star. Dimitri Dois-
neau received his third and Marcel Ravin won his second, while 
both Jean Imbert and Matthias Marc were crowned with their first 
star. The Saint Barth Territorial Tourism Committee send its con-
gratulations to these four chefs for their new stars. “Goes to show 
the selection made for the Gourmet Festival was not so bad,” kids 
CTTSB director, Sabine Masseglia. 
 

Spirit, A New Art Gallery In Gustavia 
A new gallery, Spirit Art Space, has opened in Gustavia at 25 Rue 
Jeanne d’Arc. Founded by Maria Ries and Claudia Carpentier, 
their first solo show is by painter Jade Hirtle. 
Maria Ries is an art dealer based in Miami. She is a pop art expert 
as well as a specialist in works by Banksy. Her Gallery 211 in 
Miami Beach, which deals in modern and contemporary art, spe-
cializes in pop art and street art, and presents public and private 
artistic events. In addition, she actively supports sustainable 
brands and is working on a new ecological project with Claudia. 
Claudia Carpentier is a native of Saint Barth. Granddaughter of a 
sailor, she grew up on the island, with an attachment to boats and 
the sea. The house where Spirit Art Space is located is none other 
than that of her grandfather, and it dates from the Swedish era in 
Saint Barth. “If this space was named Spirit, it’s in reference to 
the spirit of Saint Barth,” explains Claudia. “We are trying to cre-
ate a new artistic experience,” notes Maria. “Yes,” adds Claudia, 
“to instill the spirit of Saint Barth through collections of art.”  
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Union-Equilibre, the list led 
by 41-year-old Xavier 
Lédée, was elected with 

50.8% of the votes cast on Sun-
day, March 27, during the second 
round of voting in the territorial 
elections in Saint Barthélemy. For 
this second round, there were a 
combined total of 3,875 valid 
votes out of a total of 3,928 votes 
cast (there are 5,316 people regis-
tered to vote on the island).  
 
A surprise victory for Union-
Equilibre, beating the list Saint-
Barth d’Abord led by Romaric 
Magras (age 42), a first cousin 
once removed of retiring president 
Bruno Magras. Continuously 
elected since becoming mayor in 
1995, Bruno Magras announced 
on February 10 that he had decid-
ed to “quit the political scene.” He 
named Romaric Magras as his 
successor at the head of the long-
standing list, Saint-Barth d’Abord.  
 
In the first round of voting on 
Sunday, March 20, Saint-Barth 
d’Abord took a large lead with 
46.15% of the valid votes (1,625 
votes out of 3521). In spite of 
additional votes during the second 
round, (1,905, or 280 additional 
votes), the list finished with 
49.2% of the votes, just behind the 
“fusion” list of Union-Equilibre 
 
After the results of the first round 
were tallied on Sunday, March 20, 
the two lists, Unis pour Saint-
Barthélemy led by Xavier Lédée 
(26.78%) and Saint-Barth Action-
Equilibre led by Marie-Hélène 
Bernier (27.07%), made the deci-
sion to unite.  An alliance that was 
able to convince a majority of the 
voters in Saint Barth, as the fusion 
list, Union-Equilibre, won with 

1,970 votes, or 50.8% of the valid 
votes cast. For the second round 
of voting, the level of participa-
tion was 73.89%, compared to 
67.53% for the first round. 
 
Interviewed by the French Press 
Agency, Xavier Lédée declared: 
“It was quite emotional, and we 
are very proud that this union with 
Marie-Hélène Bernier will allow 
us to bring our ideas to the Collec-
tivity. We knew it would be close, 
but we were confident. The relief 
will be short-lived as it comes 
with huge responsibility. We are 
ready.” Xavier Lédée has been a 
territorial council member since 
2012, first on Bruno Magras’ list, 
until he decided to present his 
own slate for the first time in 
2017. 
 
Retiring president Bruno Magras 
declared himself “disappointed” 
by the results, and states: “Evi-
dently, all the work done by dur-
ing the last term didn’t carry much 
weight. Now, people want change, 
which is natural I guess. The reali-

ty is that I cannot say I am partic-
ularly happy to leave office in this 
manner. It’s not a very elegant 
way for the electors to respond, 
but recognition is not a tropical 
virtue. There will be, I think, a lot 
of disillusionment. The future 
awaits these youngsters.” 
 
At the head of the list, Saint-Barth 
d’Abord, Romaric Magras, wants 
to “make the most” of this first 
experience: “I nevertheless came 
in second, losing by only 65 votes. 
I regret that the population did not 
take into consideration all of the 
work done over the past five 
years, after hurricane Irma hit and 
during the Covid crisis.”   
 
The new conseil territorial will be 
installed on Sunday, April 3. The 
winning list Union-Equilibre, will 
hold 13 of the 19 seats. Saint-
Barth d’Abord will fill the six 
remaining seats. Xavier Lédée, 
head of the list Union-Equilibre, 
will most likely be elected presi-
dent of the Territorial Collectivity 
during their first meeting. 

Territorial Elections: Surprise Victory  
For The List Union-Equilibre 

Xavier Lédée & Marie Helène Bernier
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The St Barth Bucket not only 
returned this year, it roared 
back into the Port of Gus-

tavia after two years absence, as 
the regatta was cancelled in 2020 
and 2021 due to the pandemic. 
Race organizers would have been 
happy if 20 of the magnificent 
boats in the fleet were on the start-
ing line, but the final number of 30 
proved the resilience of The Buck-
et and that yacht racing is yare.  
Scheduled for Thursday-Sunday, 
March 17-20, 2022, The Bucket set 
sail on day one with three entries in 
the J Class: Hanuman (JK6), 
Ranger (J5), and Velsheda (JK7). A 
refitted Burgess sloop, Ranger took 
class honors after four races (two 
on Thursday, one each on Friday 
and Saturday), in spite of a winch 
fail on Thursday. Those with their 
binoculars focused on the J Class 
on Sunday morning must have 
been surprised to see the boats stop 
in their tracks and sail back into 
port, after a snappy start, as all of 
the final day’s races were cancelled 
due to winds gusting over 25 
knots. The races were called due to 
“dangerous breakage conditions” 
and the boats told regatta chairman 
Peter Craig that it was the right 
call. Which means the remaining 
27 boats in the pursuit classes did 
not get off the startling line on Sun-
day, so that final results were based 
on two races, Friday and Saturday, 
only. 
Class winners include Rosehearty, 
a stunning 56-meter Perini Navi 
which handily won both races in 
her series, also won Les Grandes 
Dames des Mers class. Paul Good-
ison, skipper, was pleased with his 
debut in The Bucket: “First time at 
the Bucket, first time in St. Barth, 
and first time on a Perini,” he says 
Goodison. “It was a real eye open-
er to do something different from 
what I’m used to.” 
Symmetry, a 39 metre Frers sloop, 

took the trophy  for L’Esprit de 
Mer, a Corinthian Spirit class that 
gives owners an option of sailing 
without spinnakers and insuring a 
more relaxed approach to enjoying 
all that a superyacht regatta has to 
offer. Symmetry’s owner, Abbot 
Brown, participated in his 10th 
Bucket. 
In Les Gazelles des Mers, most 
performance-oriented class, 
defending overall and class cham-
pion Hetairos, the 59.9 metre Dyk-
stra NA ketch, once again took 
home the Hermès Bucket Trophy, 
as in 2019. Hetairos also claimed 
the Best Starter award for execut-
ing the best starts. “We have an 
awesome team that has been 
together for a long time, and every 
day that we go sailing we grow in 
confidence and push a little hard-
er,” said Hetairos captain Graham 
Newton.  
Aquarius won Les Elegantes des 
Mers, repeating a 2019 victory in 
this class. Freya, the 27.7 metre 
Nautor’s Swan sloop won in Les 
Petites Dames, a first-time class for 
smaller boats in the 27 metre 
range. The 34-meter Kawil was the 
winner in Les Mademoiselles del 
Mers. The Wolter Huisman Memo-
rial Award went to Sonny III, as the 

yacht that has competed in the true 
spirit of the event, while Vijonara 
was awarded the owner/driver 
award for an outstanding owner 
who does an outstanding job the 
helm during the race 
“It’s hard to get your arms around 
the fact that it’s been three years 
since we all had the great pleasure 
of being here together to experi-
ence the spirit of the Bucket,” said 
regatta chairman Peter Craig. “To 
be here on this beautiful island cel-
ebrating the return of the Bucket 
helps us all refocus on all that is 
good and the better days ahead.” 
 
Two donations of 12,000 euro each 
were made by The Bucket to the 
Youth Sailing Program at the Saint 
Barth Yacht Club and to the Terri-
torial Fire and Rescue Service 
(STIS) of Saint-Barthélemy, with 
funds from entry fees and official 
poster sales (additional donations 
will be made after the race com-
pletes its accounting).  
There was a great buzz about The 
Bucket this year, with incredible 
energy around the regatta. Many of 
the boats are already talking about 
next year, when The Bucket sets 
sails on March 15-19, 2023.  
 

St Barth Bucket: Hetairos Wins Again!

© Ed Gudenas
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Many artists do not limit 
their talent to just one 
area, as they often 

express themselves in several 
dimensions and different artistic 
pursuits. On the other hand, there 
are very few that excel in their art 
and in a totally different field all 
together. This year, during the 
Saint-B’Art Book & Jazz Festival, 
the population of Saint Barthéle-
my will be lucky enough to meet 
one of these outstanding multi-
dimensional artists.   
 
Her name is Suzie Telep. Jazz, 
gospel, and soul singer. She also 
holds a PhD in sociolinguistics 
and linguistic anthropology 
from the University of Paris 
Descartes. She did post-doctoral 
linguistics research in Philadel-
phia, PA, where she kept her ear 
tuned to the various musical cur-
rents that run through the City of 
Brotherly Love.  
 
After training as a classical singer, 
she turned toward jazz et improvi-
sation, studying with Sarah 
Lazarus at the Bill Evans Acade-
my in Paris, while also taking uni-
versity classes. “That helped nour-
ish my music,” notes the artist. 
“My parents are both from 
Cameroon and they speak Bassa, 
which I do not. It’s very frustrat-
ing and that’s what gave me the 
desire to explore new languages.” 
If one were to ask, the answer 
would be yes: Suzie Telep plans to 
add a song to her repertory in Bas-
sa.  And that’s not all… 
 

“I really like the gospel tradition 
in Africa,” she explains. “I 
worked on a chant from South 
Africa in Zulu, and I will sing it 
for the first time during the festi-
val in Saint Barth.” Those who 
come to hear her quartet (Thurs-
day, March 31 at Zion and Sun-
day, April 3 at the Anglican 
Church) will also hear jazz and 
gospel standards, as well as a song 
in Creole from Martinique and 
numbers that focus on societal 
issues. “Primarily those that refer 
to racial questions, like “Strange 
Fruit” by Billie Holiday or 
Josephine Baker’s “If I Were 
White,” explains Telpe.  “I like 
that these songs have a musical 
identity as well as ask questions 
about our own identity, Like 
“Chain Of Fools” by Aretha 
Franklin. She obviously sings of 
love, but it’s also a hymn for those 
against the Vietnam War.” 
 
The United States represents more 
than just linguistic research: “It is 

not an insignificant choice,” she 
explains. “It’s a return to my roots 
in a certain way. I am exploring 
the soul and gospel scene.” How-
ever, the artistic project closest to 
her heart is that which will take 
her to the land of her parents, 
Cameroon. “I have a relationship 
both close and far with that coun-
try that I don’t know,” she says. 
“But I would like to get back to 
my roots, and discover it for 
myself.” 
 
Before flying off to the big conti-
nent, Telep will perform for the 
first time in Saint Barthélemy. Not 
without curiosity, primarily vis-à-
vis the other musicians perform-
ing at the Jazz Festival. “I have 
seen some of them on stage in 
Paris, but will discover some of 
the others for the first time,” she 
adds. Something else new for an 
artist who never stops nourishing 
her two passions: music and lan-
guage. 

Book & Jazz Festival 

Suzie Telep, A Musical and Linguistic Explorer
The Saint-B’Art Book & Jazz Festival kicked off this week, marking the 20th anni-
versary of the association Saint B’Art, which produces the event. Once again there 
is an all-star roster of big talents, including Suzie Telep, who invites listeners to 
immerse themselves in her universe of musical and linguistic explorations. 
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Where to go dancing? See an art exhibit? Listen to live music? 
Time Out keeps you up to date on local happenings. Let’s party ! 

TIME OUT

Live Music  
w Every evening  
Live music with DJ Trujillo, 
lively  entertaining  
at Bonito 
w Thursday, March 31 
- Dinner Cabaret with show 

at 9:30pm @ Ti St Barth  
- Live music from 7pm  
@ Arawak café 
- Live Music by Laura  from 
7pm @ Le Barthélemy 
- Welcome to the 80’s 90’s. 
Dj Set by Fabien Lanciano 
at Bagatelle, Gustavia 
- Sunset Lounge. Music by 
Sebastien Roche 5-7pm at 
Christopher, Pointe-Milou 
w Friday, April 1 
- Traditional Crazy  
Week-End @Ti St Barth 
- Tribal touch. Tribal After-
work by Yoshee from 7pm 
@ Arawak café 
- For her. DJ set by Fabin 
Lanciano @Bagatelle 
- Friday Friendly after work 
from 5pm @Pearl Beach 
- Dj Set for the Sunset and 
dinner with Sacha from Iris 
Records from 5.30pm to 
11pm @ Carl Gustaf 
- Caribbean Night from 
7pm @ Le Barthélemy 
w  Saturday, April 2 
- White Party with DJ Set 
by Fabien Lanciano  
@ Bagatelle 
- Let’s Flamingle : Bikini 
Day with  DJ Set, Fashion 
Show from noon  
@ Pearl Beach 
- Chess hour from 3pm 
@Arawak café 
- Live music by Zig Zag 
from 7pm @Arawak café 
- Live Music by Laura  from 
7pm @ Le Barthélemy 
w Sunday, April 3 
- Amazing Sunday from 
12pm @ Nikki Beach 
- La vida es Una Fiesta  
@ Pearl Beach 
- Live Music by Laura  from 
7pm @ Le Barthélemy 
w  Monday, April 4 
- Live Music with Soley 
from 7pm @ Le Sereno 
- Keep your Good Vibes by 
djettes Nex from 7pm  
@ Arawak Café, Gustavia 
- Live music by Carbo & 
Lorenza from 7.45pm to 

9.45pm @ Christopher 
w Tuesday, March 22 
- Dinner Cabaret with show 
at 9:30pm @ Ti St Barth  
- Gypset Night with Live 
Music @Manapany Hotel 
w Wednesday, March 23 
- Dinner Cabaret with show 
at 9:30pm @ Ti St Barth   
-  Do You Remember from7 
pm at Arawak Café 
w Thursday, March 24 
- Dinner Cabaret with show 
at 9:30pm @ Ti St Barth  
- Live music from 7pm  
@ Arawak café 
- Sunset lounge. Music by 
Sebastien Roche 5-7pm at 
Christopher, Pointe-Milou 
-Welcome to the 80’s 90’s. Dj 
Set by Fabien Lanciano at  
Bagatelle, Gustavia 
 
 Night Club  
@ Modjo St-Jean 
@ Casa Night Club 
@ Tavern TiBar, Ti St Barth 
 
 Exhibitions 
w Through April 10  
Exhibition Clash Culture at 
hotel Barriere le Carl Gustaf  

- Bronze Sculptures 
 @ The Collectivity  
 

w Through April7 
- Michel Brosseau at Galerie 
Asie, Gustavia 

w Through March 31  
- Daniel Arsham and Victor 
Matthews exhibitions  
@ Eden Rock 
- Group exhibition: Christo, 
Victor Matthews, Jean-
Philippe Piter, Asli Ozok, 
Marco Glaviano, Gabriella 
Imperatori-Penn and more 
@ Space Gallery, Gustavia 
- Paintings : Alain le 
 Chatelier, Gery Langlais, 
David Wegman, Tony Cara-
manico & sculptures 
Dave Stevenson 
@Les Artisans 
- « We are an Ocean » exhi-
bition of paintings of Lisa 
Bradley, Robert Levine & 
pictures of Marco Glaviano 
@ Barnes Agency 
 
 

 
 
 

Schedule 
Book & Jazz 
Festival 
 
w Wednesday, March 30 
- 7:30pm: Opening con-
cert, Saint-B’Art Book & 
Jazz Festival avec Urban 
Soul Collective at Esprit 
w Thursday, March 31 
- 8pm: Suzie Telep  
Quartet at Zion  
w Friday, April 1 
- 8pm - Urban Soul  
Collective at Le Select  
w  Saturday, April 2 
- 8pm - Urban Soul  
Collective at Manapany 
w Sunday, April 3 
-  6:30pm - Gospel  
concert with Suzie Telep 
and local choir at  
the Anglican Church 
w  Monday, April 4 
- 8pm - Suzie Telep  
Quartet at Tropical Hotel 
w Wednesday, April 6 
- 6pm-8pm - Master 
Classes for local musi-
cians at the kiosk and 
the Wall House Museum  
w Thursday, April 7 
- 8pm – Caribbean Jazz 
with Tricia Evy & Mike 
Cheret Septet  
at Eddy’s Restaurant 
w Friday, April 8 
- 7pm: “Ella Fitzgerald” 
concert with Tricia Evy 
& Mike Cheret Septet  
at Bonito  
w  Saturday, April 9 
- 7pm – Closing concert 
with Tricia Evy & Mike 
Cheret Septet at  
Christopher Hotel 
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Art Exhibit 
& Pop Up Studio 
For Cyril Kongo 
at Diamond Genesis

4000 Years  
of African Art 
at Wall House Museum

A Heritage Museum 
“Preserve the heritage 
and history” of  
Saint-Barthélemy.  
@ Le Brigantin, Gustavia 
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