


Mosquitos!

sometimes wonder if they wait at the
I airport for people to arrive and fol-

low them to their hotels and villas,
already having had their fill of those of
us who live here! But all joking aside, as
reported in this issue of The Weekly,
there is an epidemic of dengue on the
island, with more than 570 cases reported
since mid-September. Sadly, mosquitos
are part of the local scene so the best
thing you can do is protect yourself
against insect bites. In addition to chemi-
cal products like OFF, you can also use
more natural things such as citronella,
which has compounds that block the
receptors that make humans attractive to
bite. The same for Bay Rum, which pops
up as a hair tonic and an aftershave, but
also can help repel these pesky pests.
And frankly Bay Rum smells better than
citronella. Around the house, it’s good to
make sure there is no stagnant water
where larvae can proliferate, and if you
are really prone to mosquito bites, wear
long sleeves and long pants.

The Christmas winds are back, so hold
onto your hats! You might also find that
the winds keep mosquitos away, so
why not turn off the air-conditioning,
throw open the doors, and fall asleep
embraced by the lovely breeze, and per-
haps the sound of the waves. Of course,
no one wants to be awakened by the
infernal noise of a mosquito buzzing
around their ears, but when that hap-
pens, I just pull the blanket over my
head and go back to sleep.

Maybe one day, somebody will simply
hybridize mosquitos out of existence,
but in the meantime, please be careful.
Don’t let dengue ruin your vacation!

Ellen Lampert-Gréaux
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FRENCH WEEK AT LE BARTHELEMY HOTEL

Through Sunday, December 17, Le Barthélemy Hotel & Spa is
organizing its French Week, an event featuring starred chefs such
as Jérémy Czaplicki, Paolo Boscaro... winemakers including
Frédéric Lemett, Jean-Luc Vitoux..., and pioneering biodynamic
oenologists from the Champagne and Burgundy regions. "This
week celebrates French lifestyle, culture, and gastronomy
through lunches, 4-hand dinners, beach barbecues, cocktails, and
a gala evening," explain the organizers. French Week also inte-
grates sustainable development into every aspect of the program,
from "zero waste" workshops to biodynamic wine tastings and
eco-responsible mixology "master classes." The idea for this
event, which provides which an immersion in the quintessential
French art de vivre, was born through collaboration between
prestigious Champagne Hospitality houses,” emphasizes Le
Barthélemy. "Beyond this sensory odyssey, French Week is also
an invitation to contribute to efforts to respect and protect the
environment.” Adventurous participants will be helping to
restore the coral reef, and breathing new life into the reef in
Grand Cul-de-Sac Bay, with the support of the Coral Restoration
association.

SEVENTH ASTRONOMY EVENING

The seventh “night of the stars” takes place on Sunday, December
16 in Saint Barthélemy. The event will take place at the former
weather station close to the lighthouse overlooking Gustavia.
From 7pm-10pm, several telescopes will be made available for the
public to observe the sky and its stars. From 7:30pm-9pm, a cre-
ative table entitled "small starry creation” will be organized, and a
video projection of astrophotography will be shown.






4

St Barth Weekly n°484

THE PREFECTURE ANNOUNCES INTENSIFIED CONTROLS

Monday December 4, Vincent

Berton, delegate Prefect for
the Northern Isles, noted that con-
sumer protection and compliance
with consumer and competition
law are priorities for the French
government on both islands.
"State agents, in particular from
the Competition, Consumer
Affairs, and Fraud Control
Department, are fully mobilized to
inform and support consumers
and businesses, as well as to carry
out investigations and controls,"
notes the prefect. In fact, he points
out that these checks concern both
Saint-Barthélemy and Saint Mar-
tin, and all sectors of activity:
from commerce to catering,
tourist services, business services,
etc. "In the event of infringe-
ments, the findings made by
enforcement officers may lead to
administrative fines or even crimi-
nal proceedings." emphasizes the
government official. Vincent
Berton recalls that in Saint-
Barthélemy, an inspection opera-
tion carried out last May revealed
breaches "in more than twenty

I n a press release issued on

establishments." Several of these
are now subject to administrative
fines.

In his press release, the prefect
calls on all professionals to com-
ply with all legal and regulatory
texts applicable to their sector of
activity. In addition to consumer
protection, for which these texts
were designed, the quality of the
hospitality offered on our two
islands is a determining factor in
their attractiveness, particularly
for tourists," he explains. Visitors
and residents alike must have con-
fidence in the goods and services
they buy. The behavior of a few
establishments that are clearly not
concerned about respecting the
rules must not be allowed to tar-
nish the work carried out on a dai-
ly basis by all law-abiding profes-
sionals."

Consequently, at the debut of the
new tourist high season, Vincent
Berton warns that inspection oper-
ations will once again be organ-
ized "on a very regular basis" in
Saint Barthélemy over the coming
weeks and months.

Several operations have already
been carried out on the island in
recent weeks. These have involved
the intervention of the customs
sniffer dog, sometimes in establish-
ments open to the public, but also
through checks carried out by the
gendarmerie. For example, all
restaurant owners have been
reminded of the ban on smoking in
premises that do not have three
unobstructed exterior openings.
Under penalty of sanctions.

DENGUE EPIDEMIC REMAINS SEVERE

If the number of cases of dengue
in Saint Barth decreased slightly
by the end of last week (82 ccom-
pared to 89 the week prior) the
severity of the epidemic has not
flagged. As a result, there were 31
people who visited the emergency
room at De Bruyn Hospital last

week, compared to 25 the week
before. However, the number of
hospitalizations remained stable
with four patients admitted com-
pared to five the week before.
“All these numbers illustrate the
intensity of the epidemic,” notes
Vincent Berton, prefect for the

Northern Islands. Since mid-Sep-
tember, more than 570 clinical
cases of dengue have been offi-
cially reported in Saint Barthéle-
my. A number that does not
encompass all those who have had
the virus but did not go to see a
doctor.
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NATIONAL SECULARISM DAY

On Friday December 8, students from Saint Barthéle-
my and Saint Martin gathered in Saint Barth for the
occasion of the National Day for Secularism. Elemen-
tary and middle school kids from Saint Martin joined
their peers from Saint Barth to take part in various
events.

A VISIT BY THE ROTARY GOVERNOR

David Kirkaldy, Rotary District Governor for the
Antilles islands, with his wife and Nils Dufau, presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Saint Barth. (ORotary-
ClubStBarth)

With the utmost discretion, Rotary District 7020 gov-
ernor David Kirkaldy paid a visit to Saint Barthélemy.
Representing the majority of the islands in the Antilles
Archipelago, he was welcomed by Nils Dufau, presi-
dent of the Rotary Club of Saint Barth. "He came to
take stock of the local, regional, and international situ-
ation, mainly in terms of health, education, and ecolo-
gy, and to ensure the District's assistance in case of
need," writes the Rotary on social media. “Our associ-
ation also assured him of our support for the eradica-
tion of polio worldwide, a major task led by Rotary
International and Rotary clubs worldwide. His visit
also served to reinforce the natural ties that bind the
Caribbean islands together, as well as inter-island soli-
darity in the wake of natural disasters: hurricanes,
Covid-19, earthquakes... On these subjects, the St.
Barthélemy Rotary Club has been proactive in helping
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the population, here and elsewhere.” During his visit
and various meetings with the local Rotary branch, the
third replanting of the garden along the Quai de la
République was discussed. After Irma, in 2017, "this
garden was entirely replanted by the Rotary Club of
Saint Barthélemy, the Rotary District, a Rotary Club
from the United States, and a number of local busi-
nesses who came to support the initiative. Symbolical-
ly, David Kirkaldy planted a Creole Amarre (Thrinax)
in the garden, as "an emblem of authenticity and
resistance," according to the Rotary, which will shortly
be launching a campaign to raise awareness of the
issue of discarding cigarette butts on the ground. The
Club plans to give away 10,000 pocket ashtrays across
the island.

A TRBUTE TO WILLIAM DILANT,
AVIATOR AND WAR VETERAN,

BY BRUNO MAGRAS
William Dilant passed away at the age of 85 on Satur-
day, December 2, 2023. A resident of Saint Barthéle-

my for many years, his final resting places is in the
family tomb at the cemetery in Saint Jean. A former
professional pilot William Dilant discovered Saint
Barthélemy in the 1970’s. At the time, he was flying
for Air Guadeloupe. It was during these years that he
met a future aviator who has since come a long way,
Bruno Magras. “We became friends in the 70s,"
recounts the former president of the Territorial Collec-
tivity. He fell in love with Saint Barthélemy and ended
up buying an apartment here. He was a war veteran
and whenever he could, he took part in official
events." Their mutual passion for aviation naturally
brought the two men together. “When I got my twin-
engine rating aboard a BN2, William was my instruc-
tor," recalls the former director of Saint-Barth Com-
muter. “Back then, all the pilots knew each other.
William and I were very good friends. He had
obtained a plot in the Saint Jean cemetery because he
wanted to be close to the airport runway. He was a
very nice guy, always very sociable, never angry. And
a very good pilot!”
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A STRANGE OBJECT ON THE BEACH IN FLAMANDS

A long tube, a sort of canister or tank, washed up on the beach in Flamands on Sun-
day December 3. Could it be from SpaceX's Starship rocket, which exploded in mid-

air on November 18?

n the morning of Sunday
O December 3, people

walking on the beach in
Flamands spotted a most peculiar
object washed up on the sand. A
long, impressive black cylinder, a
sort of canister, tube, or tank. In
any case, by late morning, the
gendarmerie was alerted to this
unusual occurrence.

After several long minutes spent
making sure that the object was
harmless, the gendarmes set up a
security perimeter to prevent the
handful of beach-goers from get-
ting too close to satisfy their
curiosity.

Since Sunday, despite the send-
ing of photographs, the object
has still not been officially identi-
fied. Neither its provenance nor
its exact function has been estab-
lished with any certainty. It was
removed from the beach on Mon-
day morning by the Collectivity's
technical services. No informa-
tion has been released on where it
has been stored.

Part 0f SpaceX's Starship
Rocket?

After some research, it seems that
this unidentified stranded object
corresponds to one of the devices
used on SpaceX's Starship rocket.
It appears to be a COPV, or "com-
posite overwrapped pressure ves-
sel." These high-pressure tanks
are mainly used to store fluids in a
small space. As their name sug-
gests, they are generally made of a
composite material that surrounds
a metal or plastic core, providing
high strength yet low weight.

In the context of the Starship

rocket, COPVs are essential for
keeping gases under high pres-
sure, such as helium or nitrogen,
used for various functions such
as maintaining pressure in the
main fuel tanks or activating cer-
tain rocket systems. Their com-
posite design offers the advan-
tage of high strength with mini-
mal weight, a crucial factor in
space vehicle design where
weight reduction is essential.
COPV’s are currently used to
contain high-pressure fluids for
propulsion, scientific experi-
ments, and life-support applica-
tions," explains the Nasa website.
These COPVs offer a significant
weight advantage over all-metal
containers. Having put forward a
few guesses, one question
remains: how did this supposed
COPV come to be stranded on a
beach in Saint Barthélemy?

In all likelihood, it could be part
of the Starship rocket, whose two
stages exploded in flight north of

Puerto Rico on November 18.
The explosions were heard in
Saint Barth, where many resi-
dents wondered about the origin
of these successive and distinct,
albeit distant, detonations. For
the record, after lift-off from the
Boca Chica base in Texas at 7:03
am on November 18, the rocket's
propulsion stage successfully
separated from the Starship, the
rocket's upper stage. However,
rather than landing in the Gulf of
Mexico as planned, the booster
exploded and fell straight back to
earth. As for the Starship, which
appeared to be on course to com-
plete its mission of flying around
the Earth in an easterly direction
and landing in the Pacific Ocean
off the coast of Hawaii, it explod-
ed a few minutes later from a
height of 145,000 meters in
space. Needless to say, the rock-
et's debris landed and scattered
over an area of dozens, if not
hundreds, of kilometers.
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SAINTE-BARBE, BETWEEN FESTIVITIES AND SOLEMNITY

The traditional festivities of Sainte-Barbe, the patron saint of firefighters, kept the professionals and volun-
teers of the local fire department busy throughout the weekend of December 2 and 3. Here's a recap of the cel-
ebrations, which also included an official ceremony on Sunday to reward firefighters for diplomas obtained or
promotions in rank, and the annual Fireman’s Ball.

Extracts from the speech
hy Xavier Lédée, president of
the Territorial Collectivity

"On this island, we all appreciate the
work accomplished by this service, its
knowledge of the island, and its constant
commitment to serving the population,”
said the president, who also spoke about
the future fire station: "This project repre-
sents a total investment of 12 million
euros, with work initially scheduled to
take 18 months, and the site finally due to
be handed over on May 10, 2024, after 24
months of construction. The structure will
house the crisis operations center, the
ORSEC headquarters, social facilities for
professionals and volunteers, as well as an
integrated monitoring center to optimize
and modernize security on the island. But
no housing. Xavier Lédée mentions the
purchase of a boat at a cost of 407,212
euros, a tanker for 330,000 euros, and
three other vehicles, and stresses that "the
resources and investments would not be
effective without the squad," but does not
address the question of housing. However,

he insists on the importance of training .
for a service that "represents a lot on the On Sunday, prefect Vincent Berton and the president of the

island," and assures its support. Collectivity, Xavier Lédée, presented decorations and new ranks
to several of the firefighters.




St Barth Weekly n°484

AN INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVE TO COMBAT

SARGASSUM SEAWEED

On December 2 in Dubai at the COP28, Philippe Vigier, delegate minister for
Overseas France, launched the International Initiative to Combat Sargassum, with
the support of the Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, Mexico, and the Organization

of Eastern Caribbean States.

n international initiative to
A combat sargassum is a

project launched on Satur-
day December 2 in Dubai, at the
COP28—United Nations Climate
Change Conference —Philippe
Vigier, delegate minister for Over-
seas France. The launch of this
diplomatic initiative was also sup-
ported by the Secretary of State for
Development, Francophony, and
Partnerships, Chrysoula
Zacharopoulou, the Region of
Guadeloupe (represented by vice-
president Sylvie Gustave-Dit-
Duflo), the European Union, Costa
Rica, and the Dominican Republic,
with the support of the Organiza-
tion of Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS). The initiative to combat
sargassum is part of the measures
taken by the Overseas Inter-minis-
terial Committee. For Philippe
Vigier, this "diplomatic event
should mobilize and raise the
awareness of the entire internation-
al community, in particular those
working for biodiversity, the fight
against climate change, and the
preservation of the environment
and our ecosystems."

A Better Response To

This Challenge

A growing concern in the overseas
territories of the Caribbean and in
the islands and countries of the
region, sargassum is a phenome-
non that is now spreading to other
areas of the globe. "The abnormal
proliferation of sargassum and its
massive stranding on the coasts of
the Caribbean and the Gulf of
Mexico since 2011 represent wor-
rying threats to coastal biodiversi-
ty, the health of populations and

Philippe Vigier with Sylvie Gustave-Dit-Duflo, vice president of the
regional council in Guadeloupe, Miguel Ceara Hatton, minister of
the environment for the Dominican Republic, and Arnoldo Tinoco,
Costa Rican minister for exterior relations. © COP28 | video capture.

economic activity," recalls Philippe
Vigier, who insists on the need for
increased international cooperation
"to better respond to this challenge,
whether in the field of research,
exchange of best practices, consid-
eration of sargassum reservoirs or
treatment of stranded seaweed."

The ultimate aim of this initiative
is to "launch a multilateral process"
with the ambition of culminating in
an international action plan at the
United Nations Conference on the
Oceans in Nice in June 2025. It
also aims to strengthen regional
cooperation, notably through the
Cartagena Convention on the pro-
tection of the marine environment
in the Caribbean, as well as the
consequences of the European
Interreg SARG'COOP project led
by the Region of Guadeloupe.

The initiative launched at COP28
is an unprecedented step that must
be undertaken in close coordina-
tion with the new European com-
mitments that are, as Philippe Vigi-
er assures us, "currently being
drawn up in this field." In addition,
the aim is to work within the Unit-

ed Nations to develop a legal defi-
nition of sargassum that will facili-
tate its treatment. But it will also
help to find funding for research
and treatment of what the Ministry
describes as "pollution," by involv-
ing the private sector. "This diplo-
matic initiative, which fully associ-
ates the Region of Guadeloupe
Region and the minister delegate,
is a good example of international
cooperation between the French
Government and our overseas ter-
ritories to defend their concerns
and promote their expertise,"
writes the office of the minister
delegate for Overseas France.

28t COP

The first COP—United Nations
Climate Change Conference—
took place in 1995 in Berlin,
Germany. From November 30
to December 12, the 28th edi-
tion was held in Dubai, United

Arab Emirates. The main objec-
tive of COP28 was to draw up
the first Global Stocktake, or
inventory and results of the
commitments made by coun-
tries in Paris at COP21 in 2015.




10

St Barth Weekly n°484

A DiGITAL GUIDE TO THE BIODIVERSITY

OF SAINT BARTH

Karl Questel, a project manager at the Territorial Environmental Agency (ATE), has
created a digital guide to the biodiversity of Saint Barthélemy. A publication that
comprises thousands of photographs taken by the author over the past 20 years.

arl Questel has completed
B a colossal task. To create
his digital guide to the
island’s biodiversity, he was a keen
observer of all he could see through
his camera’s lens. That means sev-
eral thousand images that he sorted,
classified, captioned. The result is a
remarkable online publication—an
e-book—published by the ATE,
where Questel is one of the top
project managers for terrestrial flo-
ra and fauna.

With a total of 3.429 photographs,
the publication can be down-
loaded free of charge. “This repre-
sents all of the flora and fauna of
Saint Barth that I was able to pho-
tograph for the past 20 years,”
says Questel with a smile. He also
explains up front that this is but a
first edition of the guide. “It will
be updated whenever there are
new additions,” he notes. As a
result, his work will be in a state
of perpetual evolution.

More than 2,100 Species,
Families, Genuses...

The thousands of photographs rep-
resent more than 2,100 illustrated
taxa (that is to say taxonomic uni-
ties: the family, the genus, the
species), including 1,602 animals
and 545 plants, mushrooms, algae,

Selenicereus grandiflorus.
(© Karl Questel ATE)

Strymon acis (© Karl Questel ATE)

and other examples. “It’s the kind
of guide where you must look
carefully,” says the author with
modesty, as he continues the battle
to properly organize the many
species. “I classified the plants by
physical categories and visual
characteristics, with sub cate-
gories,” he explains, finding that
provided the simplest clarity. How-
ever, in perusing the guide, it is
easy to see how quickly one can go
down a rabbit hole.

The guide also allows room for
species discovered in Saint Barth
that have not yet been formally
identified. This makes it a tool to
learn about known species but also
to advance in identifying the
unknown.

On the homepage of the guide, visi-
tors will find a questionnaire. Easy
to fill out and which allows them, if
they so desire, to be alerted as to
the exact time of future updates to
the guide, which can be down-

loaded on a computer but also on a
smartphone. One must have the
space for size of the guide, because,
as the author points out: “There are
574 pages and there will be even
more in the next edition!”

This guide with its scientific ambi-
tions may still have room for
improvement, such as adding more
precise characteristics, for exam-
ple. But in version 1.2, this photo-
guide has already established itself
as the bible for biodiversity in
Saint Barthélemy. And it’s great to
know that new chapters will con-
tinue to be added to this sacred
manuscript.

Download the guide here:
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Christmas Village
On The Dock

The Christmas Village

returns this weekend on
the Quai Général de-
aulle in Gustavia, with
97 merchants disp|aying
their goods on Friday,
Saturday, and Sunday
starting at Spm.
In addition, there are nu-
merous speC|a| events
on the schedu|e, |nc|u
mg a&hoto op W|t
Santa Claus on Sund ay
at 5pm, followed by
ristmas Carols sung
island students.
n the staﬁe located on

the dock, the band

Maudit Triskel will play

at 7:45pm on Friday,

then on Saturday at

8pm, it's time for La
ande a Nono.

n Sunday, Les Ro-
mantiques will set the
tone for the soirée,
starting at 8pm.

D December 13 - 17
With Michelin-starred
chefs, winemakers, and
pioneering oenologists
to celebrate French art
de vivre, culture and
gastronomy for a week.

At Le Barthélemy Hotel

Cabaret

¢ Dinner cabaret show at
9pm @ Ti St Barth

L|ve Music

) Thursday December 14

- Orange Vibes with DJ Set,
5 - 7pm at Christopher hotel
- Live Music with Kameleon
Beats from 7pm at Arawak
- Live Music with The
Shamans Duo from 7:30 pm
at restaurant Amis St. Barth
) Friday, December 15

- Orange Vibes with DJ Set,

TmME OUT

Where to go dancing? See an art exhibit? Listen to live music?
Time Out keeps you up to date on local happenings. Let's party I

Christmas Carols

An impromptu party in
the streets of Gustavia on
Friday night with the
Christmas Carols truck.

5 - 7pm at Christopher hotel
- DJ Set « Apéro is French »
at Arawak

- DJ Set by Laura de
Shamans, 1pm - 3pm on the
beach, at Amis St. Barth

- Live Music with The
Shamans Duo from 7 :30pm
@Amis St Barth Restaurant
) Saturday, December 16

- Orange Vibes with DJ Set,
5 - 7pm at Christopher hotel
- Chess Hour, 3pm-6pm
with Jeff Follner @ Arawak
- Live music by Stella &
Laurent from 7pm
@Arawak Café

- Musical weekends from
2pm with Jeremy zouk
music at Manapany Hotel

- DJ Set by Laura de
Shamans, 1pm - 3pm on the
beach, at Amis St. Barth

- Live Music with The
Shamans Duo from 7 :30pm
at Amis St. Barth

) Sunday, December 17

- Latino caribbean BBQ.
Party with DJ Warlock
from noon at Grain de Sel,

- Gourmet brunch with
music with the artist Roy-
alty from 10:30am to
1:30pm @ Cheval Blanc

- Orange Vibes with DJ Set,
5 - 7pm at Christopher hotel
- Amazing Sunday. A jour-
ney through the rhythm of
live music under the sun!
12pm - 7pm @ Nikki Beach
- Musical weekends at
Manapany Hotel from 2pm
with Sweet Pan SXM.

- DJ Set by Laura de
Shamans, 1pm - 3pm on the
beach, at Amis St. Barth

Le Barthélemy

- Live Music with The
Shamans Duo from 7 :30pm
at Amis St. Barth

Le Barthélemy

D Monday, December 18

- Beauty Morning from 9
am to 12 pm with the pres-
ence of several well-being
and personal development
consultants @Arawak

- Hora Feliz, come dance
Salsa, Bachata, kizomba
and other dances cubaines
from 7:30pm @Arawak café
- Orange Vibes with DJ Set,
5 - 7pm at Christopher hotel
- For an Italian Aperitivo,
Soley will be entertaining us
with Iyrics and guitar like.
07.30pm-10.30 pm at

Al Mare Ristorante, Sereno
) Tuesday, December 19

- Orange Vibeswith DJ Set,
from 5 to 7pm at
Christopher St Barth

- Live Music with The
Shamans Duo from 7 :30pm
at Amis St. Barth restaurant
D Wednesday, December 20
- Creative workshop for
children aged 6 and over in
collaboration from 3pm to
4:30pm @ Arawak café

- Orange Vibes with DJ Set,
5 - 7pm at Christopher hotel
- Live Music with The
Shamans Duo from 7 :30pm
at Amis St. Barth restaurant

N| ht Club

@ MOdjO St-Jean
@ Casa Night Club

Exhibitions
- Preserve the Heritage and

History of St-Barthélemy
@ Le Brigantin, Gustavia.
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The Happy Bears

Go To Morocco
Holiday exhibit at the
Pot Shop, December 16-
24,2024. Jenny May
presents a new book with
scenes from Morocco.
Books and illustrations
and cards for sales. Plus
a 3D scene for children in
which her bears are
searching for the extinct
Atlas bear in the moun-
ains... the Pot Shop is
the little blue house
across from the Credit
Agricole in Gustavia.
Open 10am-12pm and
Spm-7pm.

- Winter Exhibition incl
works by Hannah Polskin,
Victor Matthews, Gilles
Bensimon, Rizz Riz Rizz,
UIf Saupe and more at
Space Gallery in Gustavia:

- Underwater phootgraphy
by Hugh Arnold and paint-
ing by Remy de Haenen at
La Kala by Space Gallery

- A selection of painting and
photography by Nadia
Fanelli, Marco Glaviano,
Giorgio Pasqualetti and Is-
abelle Lindbergh at Jacques
Zolty boutique & Le Sereno
by Space Gallery

- Paintings : Alain Le Chate-
lier, Karoline Arcana, Gery
Langlais, Tony Caramanico,
at Les Artisans

- Bronze Sculptures

@ The Collectivity
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