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The Light Of Sand

A luminous new solo exhibition by Victor Matthews at Space Gallery St Barth.
Opening cocktail Friday Nov 28th from 6-8pm



Another Season
Underway!

day and right in front of us were the 48 col-

orful boats from the St Barth Cata Cup, a
four-day regatta that attracts top sailors from
around the world. And I got to thinking how
special this place is in a lot of ways. The kind of
place that simply gets under your skin.

I was enjoying lunch at Eden Rock the other

The season kicked off with the Gourmet Festi-
val, slid into the Cata Cup, and is ready to dig
into Thanksgiving. Road work is almost all
completed for now, which makes driving a lot
easier in spite of the increased traffic that comes
along this time of the year. After the lull of hurri-
cane season, everything is back full steam. Fre-
quent visitors will certainly notice the numerous
changes on the dining scene —new names, new
owners, new menus — as part of the annual
restaurant roulette, which seemed especially pro-
lific this time around.

Gustavia will be hopping as this week marks the
opening of a solo show by Victor Matthews at
Space Gallery, as well as a solo exhibit by Jean-
Michel Othoniel at the Wall House Museum,
accenting the island’s ongoing focus on art. And
La Chorale de Bons Cheeurs, the local choir, will
hold two concerts at the Anglican Church on
Thanksgiving weekend: always fun!

This season, it looks like The Weekly will be
more of a monthly, with the next issue planned
right before Christmas. But don’t worry, we’ll
continue to bring you all the news that’s fit to
print from Saint Barth, with extended English-
language coverage on the website for Le Journal
de Saint Barth, www.journaldesaintbarth.com .
This service keeps you up-to-date on all that’s
happening on your favorite island year-round,
from politics to culture.

Happy Thanksgiving,

Ellen Lampert-Gréaux
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The Magic Of Christmas
Is Coming To Gustavia!

et ready to celebrate the holiday season in the very

festive atmosphere of St Barth’s magical Christmas
Village, with stalls selling great gifts, activities for all
ages, delicious treats, kids” workshops, and plenty of sur-
prises, including visits by Santa Claus. Located on the
plaza in front of the Wall House on La Pointe in Gustavia,
the Christmas Village is open on the weekends of Decem-
ber 5-7, December 12-14, and December 19-21, 2025.
Hours: Friday & Saturday: 5:00pm-—midnight ¢ Sunday:
5:00pm — 8:00pm.

Music In The Air!

L a Chorale de Bons Cheeurs presents two fall concerts
at the Anglican Church in Gustavia on Thanksgiving
weekend: Saturday, November 29 at 8pm & Sunday,
November 30 at 6:30pm.

This season’s fall concerts have something extra up their
sleeve: several new songs will appear on the program,
adding “freshness, emotion, and energy,” according to the
Chorale. The concerts present a varied repertory, blending
modern and classic melodies, expressed with the musical
passion of the chorists.

A high note of the weekend, these concerts are perfect for
those who love music.

Tickets: 15 euros; pay at the door, cash or credit cards
accepted.
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Zarek Honneysett: “Providing distorted data is dangerous

for the market.”

ike other real estate profes-
I sionals in Saint Barthéle-
my, Zarek Honneysett read
a series of recent articles about
property prices on the island. For
example, the article published on
November 5 by our colleagues at
Guadeloupe 1¢ére (which repro-
duces elements of an article pub-
lished on the Capital website on
November 2), is based solely on
figures announced by the Kretz
Real Estate agency in a press
release. It states that the average
value of transactions varies
between 12 and 20 million euros,
while the price per square meter
can reach, again on average, from
40,000 to 50,000 euros "in the
most sought-after districts such as
the Port of Gustavia." In addition,
another statistic, also sourced
from the Kretz Real Estate press
release, states that "99% of prop-
erties for sale are not on the public
market." According to Zarek Hon-
neysett, managing director of
SiBarth Real Estate, these figures
in no way reflect reality. Provid-
ing distorted data is very danger-
ous for the market," he says. “It
creates a distortion of reality that
can lead owners to believe they
can sell at prices that turn out to
be far too high."

A fluctuating average price per
square meter

To back up his point, Zarek Hon-
neysett refers to data collected by
his agency since 2017. “We
account for all transactions carried
out in Saint-Barthélemy," he
explains. “We have a dedicated
team, which enables us to produce
global statistical data. The data is
collected for villa and land trans-
actions, and includes pre-emp-
tions carried out by the Collectivi-

©Emily Lab

ty.” Apartment sales are not
included in this data.

The data shows land prices well
below those quoted in recent arti-
cles. “In 2024, the average price
per square meter is 1,990 euros,"
explains Zarek Honneysett.

It fluctuates every year. From
around 1,000 euros in 2017, it
rose to 1,400 in 2018, 2,100 in
2019 before rising to almost 3,000
euros, again on average, in 2022.
You always have to bear in mind
that a few good transactions can
affect the average price.” For two
other real estate agents in Saint-
Barth, the current average is
between 2,000 and 3,000 euros
per square meter for land. A third
confirms the trend closer to 2,000
euros.

An average of 6 million euros

The director of SiBarth Real
Estate has noted a strong upward
trend in the average price of villa
sales over the last ten years. But
nothing approaching an average
of between 12 and 20 million. “In
2024, the average selling price

will be 6 million," says Zarek
Honneysett. In 2021, Saint Barth
saw a historic surge in real estate
activity. Buoyed by global post-
pandemic liquidity and strong
demand for safe, exclusive desti-
nations, the local market recorded
113 transactions for a total of over
500 million euros. An absolute
record in terms of both volume
and value. "This exceptional year
was followed by a gradual slow-
down (95 transactions in 2022,
then 70 in 2023). In 2024, Zarek
Honneysett points to a "renewed
stability" in the market, with 83
transactions recorded, and he
notes that four sales of villas
worth more than €25 million
were recorded in 2025.

As for the claim that "99% of
sales" are made "off-market," here
again, the director of SiBarth Real
Estate is astonished. “Some own-
ers entrust us with a mandate
without us advertising it," he
explains. “So it doesn't show up
on the internet. At SiBarth Real
Estate, we consider this to be off-
market. But we have mandates for
all the properties we sell, and 70%
of our transactions are public
sales."

Finally, on the profile of buyers,
Zarek Honneysett also disputes
the fact that 80% of them are
American: "Over the years, their
profile has remained relatively
stable, with around 55% of trans-
actions involving customers from
the European Union and the UK,
35% from the USA, and the
remaining 10% from various ori-
gins."

Thomas Fetrot
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Port Of Gustavia:

Nine Intense Months Of Traffic In 2025

hile numbers of flights
and passengers at the
Saint Barthélemy air-

port have been at their highest to
date so far this year, data collected
at the Port of Gustavia shows that
it remains the main gateway to the
island.

As is the case every year, the
intensity of activity at the begin-
ning of the year follows the trend
of the tourist season. This means
that the high number of visitors in
January, February, and March
gradually declined until Septem-
ber. The number of ferry arrivals
reflects this trend: 540 in January,
449 in February, 588 in March,
411 in April, before declining in
May (372) and June (332), rising
slightly in July (361), and falling
again in August (318) and Sep-
tember (224).

This data also corresponds to the
number of passengers disembark-
ing and embarking on ferries.
From January to September inclu-
sive, 128,858 people arrived in
Saint Barth by companies provid-
ing inter-island connections. Dur-
ing the same period, 128,419 pas-
sengers left Saint Barth on a ferry.
The peak months for arrivals and
departures were notably January
(23,365 arrivals; 22,616 depar-
tures) and March (24,445 arrivals;
24,172 departures). February was
also busy with 19,131 arrivals and

18,541 departures, before traffic
stabilized between 14,000 and
10,000 departures and arrivals
until August. A usual drop was
observed in September (5,201
arrivals for 4,670 departures).

In 2025, cruise ship activity was
primarily concentrated between
January and the end of April, with
150 stopovers in Saint Barth (51
in January, 38 in February, 47 in
March, and 14 in April). A total of
31,708 passengers disembarked
on the island, while 31,676
embarked on cruise ships.

From January to the end of Sep-
tember, recreational boating natu-
rally accounted for a large share
of port traffic. Once again, Janu-
ary and March were very busy
months. In January, the port
authority recorded 697 arrivals
(4,304 crew members + 2,206

passengers) and 953 departures
(6,648 crew members + 3,896
passengers). There were 869
arrivals (4,409 crew members +
2,341 passengers) and 879 depar-
tures (4,489 crew members +
2,384 passengers) in March. A
total of 3,594 ship arrivals have
been recorded since the beginning
of the year, compared to 4,015
departures. This represents 17,379
crew members and 9,902 passen-
gers on arrival, and 20,366 crew
members and 11,682 passengers
on departure.

Already impressive, these num-
bers will be augmented before the
end of the year by those from the
start of the current tourist season.
There is no doubt that all of this
data will confirm the port's status
as the primary tourist gateway to
Saint Barthélemy.

Thomas Fetrot
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Is Public Transportation
In Saint Barth Feasible?

Y ou've probably already experienced this issue:
it's dinnertime, a reserved table is waiting for
you at the restaurant, but once you get there, it's
impossible to park. You drive around in circles for
many minutes looking for a space, then finally you
lose patience, and the evening doesn’t go as
planned.

To remedy this problem, the CEM (Multi-profes-
sional Economic Chamber) plans to launch a feasi-
bility study on public transportation in Saint
Barthélémy. Many of the island's hotels, restau-
rants, shops, and villas are finding that parking
problems are having an impact on their clientele.
The CEM will listen to their concerns and then
make concrete proposals to the Collectivity to
improve the situation.

The study was entrusted to DROP-971, with Denis
Record and Olivier Pachodey as consultants. This
is the same firm that studied the introduction of a
shuttle service between Saint Jean and Gustavia,
the test phase of which should begin at the end of
November, according to island president Xavier
Lédée.

The first leg of the feasibility study, which will run
until December, consists of meetings with the pro-
fessionals concerned, including hotels, shops,
restaurants, and villas, as well as representatives of
the transportation sector, such as taxis, and elected
officials. The results of the study should be pre-
sented to the CEM in January 2026.

A 20-question online survey is also available for
Saint Barth residents. It will enable the CEM to
find out how residents and tourists get around the
island, so that we can adapt the solutions proposed.

The question-
naire can be
accessed by the
QR Code to
answer  the
questions
below and
takes just a few
minutes  to
complete.
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Port Speed: Slow Down,
You Are On Cameral

©Stock adobe | timsimages.uk

Anew speed control system has been installed
at the entrance to the Port of Gustavia. This
new device takes the form of a multi-functional
radar system, which can identify boats of all sizes,
from the smallest to the largest, that violate traffic
regulations in the entry channel. From the first
approach buoys forward, the maximum speed limit
is 5 knots.

Port management contacted a company specializ-
ing in surveillance equipment, which developed the
system installed in Gustavia. The purchase of the
device cost approximately €30,000. “Until the end
of November, we will be focusing on prevention
and issuing warnings,” explains port director
Emest Brin. After that, penalties will be imposed.
In the event of an offense, these will range from
warnings and fines to the withdrawal of mooring
rights.

From jet skis to the largest boats, the radar meas-
ures the speed of everything moving on the water.
It records the time (hour, day), operates day and
night, measures the length of the offending vessel,
and takes a photograph of the offender. All in a
matter of minutes. In addition, the system identifies
the type of boat involved. In short, it provides a
complete information sheet. Since its implementa-
tion, more than a thousand captures have been
made at the entrance and exit of the port.

Ernest Brin explains that in the coming weeks, a
screen will be installed at the entrance to the port to
display the speed of their boats to users. This will
allow them to adjust their speed if they find it is
too excessive.
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Space Gallery Presents Victor Matthews’
The Light Of Sand

icking off its 15th
anniversary season, Space
Gallery in Gustavia pres-

ents The Light of Sand, a lumi-
nous new solo exhibition by Vic-
tor Matthews — his first on the
island in six years. From Novem-
ber 26 through December 10, the
exhibit showcases a selection of
Matthews’ latest abstract works,
tracing his continuing artistic evo-
lution and his profound connec-
tion to the natural and spiritual
landscapes of Saint Barthélemy.
Working in his signature palette of
soft beiges, whites, and bold black
lines, Matthews transforms canvas
into a meditative space where
form, light, and emotion quietly
intertwine. He imagines sand
itself as a language — a shimmer-
ing communication carried by
light — and his paintings become a
“hieroglyphic dance” that trans-
lates that poetry into gesture and
rthythm.

St Barth has long served as both
muse and studio for Matthews. Its
light and environment inform the

exhibition’s restrained tones and
reflective energy. Across these new
works, viewers can follow the evo-
lution of his visual language: black
outlines that once felt declarative
now flow with soft confidence,
looping, connecting, and dissolv-
ing into the open fields of beige
pigment. Each line, though
abstract, carries a sense of narrative
thythm, a continuous unfolding of
consciousness on linen.

A celebrated contemporary artist,
Matthews is known for abstract
compositions that balance spon-
taneity and structure, stillness and
movement. His practice blends
painting, drawing, and collage,
and spans from intimate canvases
to large-scale murals. Whether
exploring abstraction, subtle nar-
rative motifs, or the spiritual sym-
bols woven into his work,
Matthews approaches every piece
as a continuous stream of con-
sciousness — a journey into mem-
ory, environment, and inner
awareness.

Born in Brooklyn of African-
American heritage, Matthews
worked alongside his friends and
contemporaries Keith Haring,
Jean-Michel Basquiat, Donald

Baechler, and Ouattara Watts
throughout the 1980s and 90s, and
under the tutelage of lifelong
mentors Francesco Clemente and
Brice Marden to develop his sig-
nature style.

Matthews’ paintings resist closure.
They are not objects to be “read”
but spaces to be entered — medi-
tative surfaces where line and tone
pulse like waves. The absence of
bright color or descriptive form
invites contemplation; what
remains is essence distilled to its
purest expression.

The Light of Sand offers not just
an exhibition, but an experience: a
serene, immersive encounter with
an artist who has spent decades
refining a language of light,
rthythm, and mindful perception.

Opening Reception with the Artist
— November 28 @6-8pm

Space Gallery St Barth,

Carré D’Or in Gustavia

(between Hermes and Cartier)
+590 690 73 73 57

Hours: Mon-Sat 9-1pm & 4-7pm
Contact info@spacestbarth.com
or follow @spacegallerystbarth
for additional details
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ART
“Beau

At The

he Wall House
Territorial Muse-
um presents an

exceptional solo exhibit
by Jean-Michel Oth-
oniel, one of the best
known French artists on
the international scene,
acclaimed for his poetic
work blending glass,
light, and architecture.

Born in 1964, Jean-
Michel Othoniel made a
splash in 1990 for his
innovative use of blown
glass, often working in
collaboration with mas-
ter Murano glass mak-
ers. His art, standing at
the frontier of intimate
and monumental, can be
found in the most impor-
tant public and private
collections, notably at
the Centre Pompidou in
Paris, at MoMA in New
York, and in front of the
Louvre Museum, where
he created the beautiful
entry to the metro station
Palais-Royal — Kiosque
des Noctambules.

After an especially active
year, including exhibits
around the globe, from
Montauban to Shanghai,
from Brazil to Cannes,
and spending the summer
in Avignon where he
stormed the Papal City,
Jean-Michel Othoniel has
arrived in Saint Barthéle-
my, providing a rare
occasion to enjoy the dia-
logue that the artist main-
tains between art, nature,
and spirituality, through a
journey designed as a

sensory and luminous
stroll.

“Beauty Saves The
World” is an exhibit
comprising 20 largely
unseen and iconic
pieces, exploring themes
dear to the artist: trans-
formation, fragility, and
the beauty of the world.
Through glass and stain-
less steel sculptures, sus-
pended installations, and
lithographs, Othoniel
offers an immersion into
a universe that is both
sensual and meditative.

“On my first visit to Saint
Barth, I was taken by the
beauty of the island, the
power of the vegetation,
and the cosmos,”
explains the artist. “There
is an affirmation in the
title of this exhibit:
‘beauty saves the world’.
Here, I reveal different
aspects of my work and
pay tribute to the earthy
beauty that inhabits the
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Saves The World:” Jean-Michel Othoniel

all House

island, to the importance
of nature and flowers,
which are among my
main sources of inspira-
tion. It is also a tribute to
the beauty of the sun and
its gold that warms us
and is offered to us all,
and to the mathematical
beauty of the sky and its
stars that overwhelm us
at night. I am happy to
return to Saint Barthéle-
my, to stay longer, thanks
to the welcome I have
received, and to soak up
the beauty that surrounds
us to inspire my new
work.”

Thomas Fetrot

Wall House territorial
Museum

Gustavia

November 22 -January
31, 2026

Tuesday: 2pm-7pm
Wednesday thru
Saturday:

9am-12pm | 2pm-7pm
Saturday, November 29:
Official Opening
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St Barth Cata Cup
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Henri Demesmaeker & Rasmus Rosengren:
A Dominant Duo

hat a glorious week for
sailing with perfect
weather and intense

competition among the 48 teams
of two from around the world,
competing aboard F18 catamarans
in the 17th edition of the St Barth
Cata Cup, with races on Novem-
ber 20-23. With six wins in eight
races over four days, including
two tricky tours around the island,
the Belgian-Swedish duo of Henri
Demesmaeker & Rasmus Rosen-
gren (97 TP Services) won not
only the final day’s Prix Super U
& U Express Prize, but almost
swept the regatta, winning the
Prix Design Affairs OO1, Prix
Eden Rock Villa Rental, and the
overall 2025 Cata Cup, which
they dominated with panache.

Racing together for the first time,
the Demesmaeker/Rosengren duo
immediately found their footing.
“We were a little short on speed
upwind at the very beginning of
the week, but we were able to
pick up speed, fine-tune the set-
tings, and stay consistent. Rasmus
is super versatile and very atten-
tive to detail. He's a complete

sailor, not only strong on catama-
rans but also in understanding the
race course and race manage-
ment,” says Demesmaeker. For
Rosengren, this victory was espe-
cially sweet: “This is my fifth
time competing in St. Barth, but
my first victory. I'm very happy...
and a little relieved as well! We
had to fight to win, and we really
enjoyed competing against the
best.”

Handicapped by the breakage of
their spinnaker halyard in this

year’s very first race, last year’s
winners Tim Mourniac and Pierre-
Yves Durand (Segeco) took a
while to recapture their character-
istic mojo. Three victories at the
end of the week gave them the
Prix Saint Barth Allianz Assur-
ances, and allowed them to finish
in second place overall, unable to
catch the leaders: “We finished in
second place after a chaotic week,
which was to be expected,”
acknowledges Tim Mourniac.
“We were far too inconsistent
against Henri and Rasmus, who
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were very consistent. We didn't
really sail at our best, but we
enjoyed ourselves in a few races.”

Suspense was in the air right to
the end of the regatta for third
place on the podium, with a battle
brewing between two Australians
teams, each having the same num-
ber of points before the final race.
At the end of the day, Brett
Burvill and Max Puttman (Le
Barthélemy Hotel) took home the
bronze. “The finish was amaz-
ing,” notes Brett Burvil enthusias-
tically. “It's great to be on the
podium after such a battle... We're
going to be talking about this
event all over Australia."

Organized by the Saint Barth
Multi-Hull Association, the Cata
Cup attracts the best racers on the
F18 circuit, as well as younger

hopefuls, and a few local teams,
with competition of the highest
level, making this an important
event for many international
sailors.
Ellen Lampert Greaux
©Pierrick Contin, Easy Ride
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2025 Gata Gup Results

1*: Henri Demesmaeker/Rasmus
Rosengren (97 TP Services)

2M: Tim Mourniac/Pierre-Yves
Durand (Segeco)

3d: Brett Burvill/Max Puttman
(Le Barthélemy Hotel)
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A Selection of Villas for Sale, Magazine. The new edition is out.

Discover Sibarth Real Estate’s exclusive villa
collection and expert local insights.

n an island
where every
sunrise seems to

redefine beauty, the real
estate market is also
finding new vitality.

Led by an international
clientele of high-net-
worth individuals, the
ultra-luxury segment
remains radiant. In early
2025, three landmark
transactions, each

approaching €30 mil-
lion, were concluded by
our team, a testament to
the strength of our net-
work, our deep knowl-
edge of the island, and
the trust we’ve built over
the years.

In the new edition of A
Selection of Villas for
Sale 2025-2026 maga-
zine, our experts offer a

refined insight into
current and emerg-
ing trends, helping
guide thoughtful
and confident deci-
sions in a market
defined by excel-
lence and balance.
This spring brought
another highlight:
our role as official
partner of the
Transat Paprec.
Welcoming the
mixed  crews,
including the win-
ning duo, into one
of our villas,
enhanced by Eden
Rock Villa
Rental’s bespoke
service, was a
shared joy. The
island also celebrated
Cindy Brin, a St. Barth
native, for her impres-
sive third-place finish in
this transatlantic race.

Paulista, Apache, Maé-
va, LAO, Haus von Hin
Ha... these names res-
onate like invitations to
pause and dream. Each
villa expresses its own
soul, eco-conscious
design, tropical gardens,
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and a seamless connec-
tion to nature. In collab-
oration with Christie’s
International Real Estate
and Luxury Portfolio,
we have also unveiled an
international selection of
“coup de ceeur” proper-
ties, including, legend
has it, the villa where
Queen Elizabeth II once
enjoyed the simple
pleasure of washing the
dishes.

Through every villa,
every story, and every
encounter, Sibarth Real
Estate continues its mis-
sion to reveal St. Barth
in its purest essence:
rare, serene, and time-
lessly beautiful.

Marketing team :
Meélanie Magras,
Gaélle Gréaux

© Chrystele Escure






14

St Barth Weekly n°507

Real Estate in St. Barth: A Legacy Worth Investing In

resilience, and global appeal,

St. Barth Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty guides buyers and
sellers through one of the world’s
most exclusive real estate land-
scapes.

I n a market defined by rarity,

A Unigue Market

in the Caribbean

St. Barth stands apart in the
region: a refined French island
with limited land, controlled
development, and unwavering
international demand. These fac-
tors have created a real estate
market known for its stability,
long-term value, and discreet lux-
ury. Whether you dream of a hill-
side villa with panoramic views,
a chic Gustavia apartment, or a
serene beachside estate, owner-
ship here is both a lifestyle
choice and a sound investment.

From Visitors to Homeowners

Many future buyers first fall in
love with St. Barth through
extended villa stays. Experienc-
ing daily life on the island—its
beaches, neighborhoods, and
effortless elegance—naturally
leads to the desire for a more per-

Casa del Mar, offered for sale exclusively by St. Barth Sotheby's

International Realty © Valentin Lalo

manent connection. A home in St.
Barth offers comfort, privacy,
and the possibility of seasonal
rentals, appealing to those seek-
ing both personal enjoyment and
attractive returns.

The Local Experts:

St. Barth Sotheby’s International
Realty

With more than two decades of
experience, St. Barth Sotheby’s
International Realty is the
island’s trusted authority in luxu-
ry property sales. Their multilin-

Blue Dragon, offered for sale exclusively by St. Barth Sotheby's

International Realty ©Hugo Allard

gual team combines deep local
insight with the unmatched glob-
al reach of the Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty network. From
identifying the right property and
guiding buyers through legal
formalities to advising sellers on
positioning and exposure, the
team provides tailored, full-
service support with absolute
discretion.

A Long-Term Vision

Real estate in St. Barth is more
than a transaction—it is a legacy.
Properties here consistently
demonstrate resilience, even in
uncertain global climates, and
often generate strong rental
income during peak seasons. For
many owners, a home on the
island becomes a sanctuary for
family, friends, and future gener-
ations.

For those ready to take the next
step, the team welcomes you to
its harbor-side office in Gustavia
(Next to Bagatelle restaurant) to
explore the latest opportunities
and begin your journey toward
ownership in paradise.









