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Lights, Camera, Action! 

Space Gallery Turns 15! 
P.12Champagne reception Sat 27th Dec, 6-8pm 
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I  t’s hard to believe that 2025 is 
almost over and once again ‘tis 
the season to celebrate Hanukkah, 

Christmas, and New Year’s Eve, with 
lavish parties, fireworks, and the apex 
of the tourist season on the island, all 
of which makes some of us want to 
hibernate until the coast is clear.  
  
Heading into the New Year, we can 
look forward to the 42nd anniversary 
of the Saint Barth Music Festival,  
an acclaimed event that kicks off 
with dancers from the Paris Opera 
Ballet and closes with a Brazilian 
guitarist. More about the festival in 
this edition of The Weekly, which 
also covers the 15th anniversary 
exhibit at Space Gallery, and the  
30th anniversary of the New Year’s 
Eve Parade, a sailing race for boats 
of all sizes on December 30. 
  
Has anyone noticed that the island is 
becoming more French than ever 
before, with the invasion of so many 
restaurants from St Tropez, and the 
recent name change of the Carl Gustaf 
Hotel, which after 30+ years has 
become Fouquet’s Saint Barth. Inter-
estingly the hotel’s restaurant was 
called Fouquet’s for a few seasons, 
before it became Beefbar St Barth. 
Now the hotel has become Fouquet’s 
but the restaurant remains Beefbar, 
which does have spectacular views 
over the harbor in Gustavia. What con-
cerns me is the name change erases a 
touch of the St Barth story and a local 
reference – as Carl Gustaf was the 
King of Sweden during the island’s 
Swedish period, an interesting paren-
thesis in its history. Is the island losing 
its Caribbean soul? 
  
Happy holidays. Celebrate wisely, 
 
                        Ellen Lampert-Gréaux

S ince hurricane Irma hit 
the island in September 
2017, the Tourism Com-

mittee (CTTSB) has had only 
one visitor point in proximity 
to the ferry terminal. As a 
result, a new structure, in the 
form of a kiosk, has been built 
across from the terminal. Presi-
dent of the CTTSB, Alexandra 
Questel, explains: “Welcoming 
our visitors has been a chal-
lenge because the Tourist 
Office is not located in a strate-
gic location, and not easy to 
find for those who arrive at the 
ferry terminal. As a result, peo-
ple look for it, get lost, and end 
up asking questions to our mer-
chants, who reply nicely, but 
that is not their role, nor is it a 
sustainable solution. That is 
why, in the absence of a project 
to rebuild the tourist office 
across from the port offices, 

that we decided to create a new 
visitor center directly by the 
exit of the ferry terminal. A 
spot that is visible, designed to 
make arrivals more fluid and 
information more accessible.” 
 
This may seem like a surpris-
ing choice, especially in the 
digital age. As Questel notes 
that the CTTSB wanted “a 
human touch because you 
can’t explain Saint Barth with 
an app.” 
 
The new visitor center should 
help orient tourists, presenting 
the island by way of historic 
tours of Gustavia accenting 
emblematic sites, featuring pro-
fessional services on the island 
in a simple fashion, and 
answering all the questions 
asked by visitors. 

T.F. 

    MASTHEAD 
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A New Visitor Center  
By The Ferry Terminal 
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A s the end of the 
year approaches, 
there are large 

numbers of tourists that 
visit the island’s beaches 
and bays, as well as other 
natural sites. To make 
sure these visitors can 
also enjoy the local bio-
diversity, the Territorial 
Environmental Agency 
(ATE) points out some 
rules to respect. 
 
“The treasures on the 
beach remain on the 
beach,” points out the 
ATE, noting: “There are 
many people who want 
to take home a souvenir 
from their stay on the 
island. However, empty 
shells, dried starfish, sand 
dollars, dead coral, rocks, 
and even sand, are not for 
the taking. Their pres-
ence in the water or on 
the beach is important, 
providing food or shelter 
for many other species.”  
 
Stress-free photos… for 
the animals. “With a 
camera always in our 
hands, it is easy to take 
pictures of St Barth’s 
marine life, such as sea 
turtles and starfish,” 
explains the agency. “Yet 
it is important to respect 
these animals when tak-
ing photos. It is strictly 
forbidden to touch a sea 
turtle or chase it if it 
moves away from you, as 
upsetting a turtle can put 
it at risk, especially if it 
moves to areas more 
exposed to danger to try 

and regain its tranquility. 
It is also forbidden to 
take a starfish out of the 
water; it can asphyxiate.”  
 
Having a party is cool, 
but not just anywhere! 
The ATE points out that 
within the Nature 
Reserve (the bays of 
Colombier and Fourchue, 
primarily), music on the 
beach or aboard a boat is 
a major source of pollu-
tion for species that take 
advantage of the night to 
rest. Nocturnal light dis-
turbs many species, 
attracted to the light they 
make themselves visible 
to predators. 
 
Finally, the Agency notes 
the evolution of regula-
tions in the protected 
zones of the Nature 
Reserve. From now on, 
boats over 25 meters 
long are prohibited from 
anchoring in the bays of 
Fourchue and Colombier. 
The use of buoys, limited 
to boats of a maximum 
25 meters and 20 tons, is 

strongly encouraged, 
before using an anchor. 
“These eco-friendly 
moorings are designed to 
preserve the seabeds,” 

insists the ATE. And the 
maximum mooring time 
allowed in these bays is 
96 consecutive hours. 

T.F. 

Tourism  

Respecting Biodiversity While Enjoying  
The Beauty Of The Beaches
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T he Port of Gustavia has 
become a member of the 
Superyacht Eco Associa-

tion (SEA) Index, a non-profit 
organization founded by the Yacht 
Club of Monaco and Crédit Suisse 
“to support a more sustainable 
future in the yachting industry.” 
The port became a member in 
mid-November with the signing 
of a partnership in Paris between 
Bernard d’Alessandri, president of 
Sea Index and the secretary gener-
al of the Yacht Club of Monaco, 
and Xavier Lédée, president of the 
Collectivity. 
For Sea Index, this new partner-
ship marks a strategic expansion 
in the French West Indies and 
reinforces its role  as a leader in 
sustainable recreational boating 
across the Atlantic. It is also in 
keeping with its mission to meas-

ure and minimize the environmen-
tal impact of superyachts. 
For Saint Barthélemy, having 
requested to join the network, 
there is no financial investment 
required. On the other hand, notes 
Ernest Brin, director of the Port of 
Gustavia, this imposes an obliga-
tion: "To give priority to boats that 
belong to the organization when 
allocating berths at the dock, as 
they have moral priority. If two 

boats arrive, even if they do not 
arrive at the same time and 
regardless of their respective 
sizes, the one with the Sea Index 
card will have priority.” Member-
ship in Sea Index is a source of 
satisfaction for Ernest Brin, as it 
will help enhance the image of the 
port of Gustavia. 
 
“Prestige and Responsibility” 
On the Sea Index website, the 
arrival of the Port of Gustavia is 
announced with the same satisfac-
tion. “As an institutional member, 
the Port of Gustavia is actively 
committed to promoting the SEA 
Index CO₂ emissions assessment 
tool, which enables yacht owners, 
captains, and charterers to calcu-
late and understand the carbon 
footprint of their vessels,” it 
states. “This tool enables industry 
players to make informed deci-
sions that combine prestige and 
sustainability. Together, SEA 
Index and the Port of Gustavia 
will implement an incentive pro-
gram to attract yachts with the 
lowest CO₂ emissions, rewarding 
environmental performance, and 
setting a new standard for 
Caribbean marinas. This initiative 
reflects a vision of the future 
where prestige and responsibility 
go hand-in-hand." 
 
Saint Barthélemy is the first 
Caribbean port to join Sea Index.  

 
Thomas Fetrot 

The Port of Gustavia Joins Sea Index Network 

Weekly 508.qxp_Mise en page 1  15/12/2025  13:07  Page 4



Weekly 508.qxp_Mise en page 1  15/12/2025  13:07  Page 5



6 St Barth Weekly n°508

The New Year’s Parade, an 
end-of-the year sailboat 
race, now takes place on 

December 30 (rather than the 
31st) “to allow the larger yachts to 
have time to prepare for the New 
Year’s Eve festivities,” says Mark 
DelGiudice, who organizes the 
event in conjunction with the 
Saint Barth Yacht Club. 
 
Conceived as a pursuit race, with 
entries starting at different times 
based on their handicap, with an 
exciting finish as yachts converge 

near the end of the race. The 
course varies slightly each year, 
depending on weather and wind 
conditions. 
 
This year’s entries include: 96’ 
Symmetry, 112’ Aurelius, 66’ gun-
boat Phaedo, 85’ Ticonderoga, and 
34’ Maelia, a local boat.  
 
“This will be the 30th anniversary, 
as we recall the days of Visione, 
Mari-Cha, and Adela, as well as 
Axel from Magic Carpet, Vivant, 
and Gintina,” says DelGiudice. 

“In 1995 it started at Le Select 
over a beer with Tom, the skipper 
of Ticonderoga, and several of the 
above boats, including Pierre from 
Kriss.” The record time was set in 
2004 by the 147’ sleek carbon 
fiber Baltic yacht, Visione. Can 
anyone beat their time of 1 hour, 
32 minutes, and 7 seconds? 
 
As DelGiudice says: “Let's sail 
around the island with cocktails 
on the dock afterwards!” 

E very year, the Collectivité 
de Saint-Barthélemy 
strives to offer the popula-

tion a quality show on New Year's 
Eve. 
 
For New Year's Eve, on Wednes-
day December 31, territorial coun-
cillor and chair of the culture 
commission, Bettina Cointre, has 
unveiled an exceptional program. 
A group of international renown 
and an artist with a reputation 
beyond the Caribbean will per-
form on the stage set up in front of 
the Hôtel de la Collectivité. 
 
The former is none other than 
Kassav. Founded in 1979 in 
Guadeloupe, the group has gained 
international fame and popularity. 
It has performed on five conti-
nents, from Japan to the USA, 
Senegal, the former Soviet Union 
(USSR) and Colombia, filling 
venues in over 82 countries. A 
forerunner and innovator, the 
group created zouk by synthesiz-
ing Caribbean music (bèlè, gwo-
ka, biguine, kompas, kadans, 
calypso, cadence-lypso). 

Endorsed by Miles Davis in the 
early 1980s, Kassav's music con-
quered audiences the world over. 
At each of its concerts, the band 
attracts several thousand people 
(sometimes tens of thousands!). 
 
On December 31, there's sure to 
be a huge crowd in front of the 
Collectivité. And not just because 
of Kassav. 
 
The other headliner is Kalash. The 
Martinique-born artist is a key fig-

ure on the Caribbean and French 
music scene. From dancehall to 
rap to shatta, Kalash fills the most 
prestigious venues. On June 12, 
2026, he is scheduled to perform 
at the Défense Arena in Paris. 
 
Opening the evening, at around 
9pm, local Saint-Barthélemy artist 
Gums will warm up the audience. 
Kassav is due to follow at around 
10 p.m., and Kalash is due to fade 
into the night from midnight 
onwards. T.F. 

Kassav and Kalash On New Year's Eve 

©Ed Gudenas

New Year’s Eve Parade: 30th Anniversary  
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I n his enclosure, Papy Willy 
dozes, his eyes half-closed. 
This pony has earned his right 

to take it easy; he is the oldest ani-
mal at the pedagogical farm. “He 
lived through hurricane Irma in 
2017,” explains animal caretaker 
Michael Taline. Around the pony, 
his seven companions observe visi-
tors or bury their heads in the hay. 
Their “mascot” is right next to 
them. “This is Olaf, a goat who is 
friends with the Shetland ponies,” 
continues Taline, as he continues 
the tour. A small goat who has 
become a star thanks to his multi-
faceted personality. “He's calm 
now, but he often jumps around a 
lot.” 
 
The island’s animal farm, perched 
on a hill in Gouverneur, opened its 
doors to the public on October 30. 
It was a long-awaited return for 
this home to around 30 animals, 
built on the site of the former 
equestrian center that was 
destroyed by hurricane Irma. The 
project was launched by the previ-
ous government. After a few 
delays and a ribbon cutting in July, 
the 4,400 m² educational farm is 
now almost entirely accessible to 
visitors. Only the playground is 
still closed. The soft ground there 
was damaged by tropical storm 
Jerry in early October and needs to 

be replaced. “It will be ready by 
March,” says Grégory Henry 
Houëlche, director of the farm. 
 
Part of the site is occupied by the 
Territorial Environment Agency 
(ATE), with treatment areas and a 
future cattery. Birds can be seen a 

few meters away, in an aviary, 
including macaws and a dozen par-
rots, some of which are light blue.  
 
Four Magnificent Panoramas  
Ducks, guinea fowl, and rabbits 
lounge around in their corner. 
Between the enclosures and fruit 
trees, some areas still need to be 
developed. “We're taking it step-
by-step, in order to continually 
improve,” says Houëlche, who 
came from mainland France to 
take charge of the farm, in co-
management with the Galop des 
Îles association. A donkey, for 
example, is expected to take up 
residence in the round paddock. 
The site also has a picnic area and 
four viewing points, offering mag-
nificent panoramic views. 
 
The farm is open 
Tuesday thru Sunday,  
8am-1pm and 3pm-7pm

The Pedagogical Farm: Dedicated to Animals  
and Animal Therapy  

Grégory Henry Houëlche,  
director of the farm. 

Hanukkah On The Dock,  
December 21 
The Jewish community in Saint Barth celebrates the last night of 
Hanukkah, the festival of lights, on the main dock in Gustavia on 
Sunday, December 21, at 6:15pm. The celebration in Saint Barth, 
led by rabbi Yitzchok Gurewitch, includes the lighting of the 
large Hanukkah menorah, with donuts, to commemorate the mir-
acle of the oil in the Second Temple, where a single day's supply 
of oil miraculously burned for eight days; since donuts are deep-
fried in oil, they celebrate this enduring light and the festival's 
theme of oil. The word Hanukkah means rededication. 

Four Magnificent 
Panoramas  
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V illa Blue Dragon in Gou-
verneur — exclusively for 
sale by St. Barth Sothe-

by’s International Realty — was 
designed by architects Philippe 
Stouvenot and Nicolas Lossent, 
from the firm Lotus Architectes. 
Together, they crafted a wooden 
house where the landscape 
becomes part of the living space. 
  
Architecture Embraces 
The Landscape 
Perched in the hills of Gou-
verneur, Blue Dragon appears like 
the long deck of a boat pointing 
toward the sea. As of its concep-
tion, Philippe Stouvenot set the 
guiding principle: a house that 
breathes. For him, the choice of 
materials was obvious: “Wood has 
always been my favorite building 
material . Here, in the Caribbean, 
it breathes with the climate and 
blends with the landscape without 
ever sparring with it.”  
A warm, living material, wood 
allows for an open, airy envelope, 
in direct affinity with the 
Caribbean climate. 
  
Horizon, Light, and Pure Lines 
Throughout construction, Nicolas 
Lossent directed the project's 
development and contributed to 

its evolution with an eye toward 
architectural continuity. He favors 
clean lines and a layered interpre-
tation of volumes, where each 
floor becomes an autonomous liv-
ing space with its own outdoor 
living area. This flexible layout 
creates fluid circulation, where 
light spreads from one level to 
another and reinforces the impres-
sion of gently gliding towards the 
horizon. 
  
The Illusion Of An Interior 
Without Borders 
The villa embraces its continuity 
with the outdoors. The galleries, 

designed with a modern vocabu-
lary, prolong the rooms in the 
direction of tropical gardens. The 
shutters and privacy screens accent 
the permeability, allowing breezes 
to enter, and softening the transi-
tion from indoors to outdoors. This 
makes Blue Dragon seem like an 
inhabited landscape: a luminous 
path connecting successive levels, 
seamlessly blending the intimacy 
of private spaces with the openness 
of the panorama. 
  
Echoes Of The Sea 
A sense of the sea can be found in 
every detail. Oiled wood recalls 
the decks on sailboats, the stratifi-
cation of levels reinforces the 
impression of immobile naviga-
tion, and the bathrooms adorned 
with mother-of-pearl echo the 
reflection of the water. The roof 
become a fifth façade, an elevated 
feature which helps define the 
ambition of the project: a house 
that does not dominate the sea, but 
blends in with it, as if it had been 
born from the site itself. 
 

Joyce Conroy-Aktouche 
Translation : Ellen Lampert Gréaux 

St. Barth Sotheby’s presents Villa Blue Dragon, 
Like the deck of a boat pointed toward the horizon 

 Blue Dragon offered for sale exlusively by St. Barth Sotheby’s  
International Realty @Hugo Allard

 Blue Dragon sailing above Gouverneur. ©Louison Camail
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N atural products, 
p e r s o n a l i z e d 
massages, and 

the new Saint-Barth 
Longevity® program are 
highlights at Spa La 
Mer, the only such spa 
in the Caribbean with 
exceptional creams and 
oils made in Germany 
by La Mer. Located at 
Le Barthélemy Hotel & 
Spa, on the shores of the 
lagoon in Grand Cul-de-
Sac, Spa La Mer offers 
facial care with deep-
reaching benefits. This 
epicenter of wellness 
and wellbeing also fea-
tures a sauna, a ham-
mam, and Nordic baths 
that create a thermal 
itinerary that promotes 
 relaxation, recuperation, 
and revitalization.  
 
Body treatments focus 
on “five worlds” rituals, 
inspired by age-old tra-
ditions that incorporate 
natural, sensory prod-
ucts. One of the most 
relaxing personalized 
massages, exclusively 
available at the 
Barthélemy, uses can-
dles with warm, per-
fumed wax that trans-

forms into a delicate oil, 
providing an enveloping 
experience that is both 
soothing and sensory.  
  
A new experience at Spa 
La Mer is a signature 
wellness experience: 
Saint-Barth Longevity®, 
created in partnership 
with Dr. Franck Baudi-
no, founder and medical 
director of the program, 
which consists of a five, 
seven, or 14-day deep-
detox retreat. Blending 
ultimate luxury and 
innovative medical and 
sustainable wellbeing, as 
well as personalized 

treatments, healthy nutri-
tion with a non-inflam-
matory diet, holistic and 
light therapy, walks 
along the lagoon, and 

beauty rituals, Saint-
Barth Longevity rejuve-
nates the body and mind, 
improves sleep, reduces 
stress, and goes hand-in-
hands with the island’s 
natural environment. 
Personal care is avail-
able for up to six months 
after a retreat, with virtu-
al consultations. There is 
also a shorter three-day 
option to recover from 
jetlag, or work on hydra-
tion and skin radiance. 
 
Spa La Mer also offers 
yoga and Pilates classes, 
meditation sessions, and 
personal coaching, as 
well as private studio 
for individual sessions, 
or specific beauty treat-
ments. What better 
place than Saint Barth 
to treat your body and 
soul to such a rewarding 
experience. 
 
 

Spa La Mer  
by Le Barthélemy 

Spa La Mer at Le Barthélemy Hotel & Spa 

An Epicenter of Wellness 

Dr. Franck Baudino, foun-
der and medical director 
of the program Saint-
Barth Longevity®. 

 ©Kenzo Khan / stbarth.pictures
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December in St Barth is a 
luminous interlude filled 
with celebrations, late 

nights, and the vibrant energy of 
the festive season. Nestled inside 
the iconic Rock, Eden Spa & 
Wellbeing introduces a trio of 
treatments designed to accompany 
this special time of year. A three-
step journey blending technology, 
radiance and detox, created to pre-
pare, illuminate, and restore 
before stepping into the new year. 
 
The first step prepares the body 
for the season ahead. EM Sculpt 
Neo, an advanced combination of 
electromagnetic stimulation and 
radiofrequency, induces high-
intensity muscle contractions 
while targeting localized fat. In 
just a short session, the body feels 
stronger, the silhouette appears 
more defined, and the posture nat-
urally improves. It is the ideal pre-
holiday ritual to feel sculpted, 
energized and confidently ready 
for the upcoming celebrations. 
 
At the heart of the festivities, the 
Hangover Rescue Ritual becomes 
the essential companion. 
Designed to revive the complex-
ion after a festive evening, it 
blends SeeMyCosmetics airbrush 
technology, plant stem cell mist-
ing and expert facialist tech-
niques. Tension softens, features 
brighten and the skin regains 
freshness and vitality. Created 
exclusively for Eden Rock, this 
signature ritual offers a true reset 
for the skin and senses, complet-
ed with a detox shot to extend its 
benefits. 
 
As the season winds down and the 
body seeks balance again, the 
Renata França lymphatic drainage 
technique provides the perfect 
transition. Through dynamic, pre-

cise movements, it detoxifies, 
lightens heavy legs and smooths 
the silhouette. It is a deeply 
renewing ritual, ideal for easing 
post-holiday sluggishness and 
entering the new year with 
renewed lightness. 
 
Together, these three treatments 
form a complete, holistic experi-

ence. A journey designed to reveal 
radiance, preserve vitality and 
restore harmony. At Eden Spa & 
Wellbeing, the festive season is 
celebrated through light, energy 
and renewal. 
 

Contact : 
spa.edenrock@oetkerhotels.com  

 +590 590 29 79 90 

Holiday Glow Rituals:  

The Ultimate Festive Trio at Eden Spa & Wellbeing

Nestled inside the iconic Rock, Eden Spa & Wellbeing introduces a trio of  
treatments designed to accompany the special time of year. @Jeanne Le Menn

EM Sculpt Neo, an advanced combi-
nation of electromagnetic stimulation 
and radiofrequency.  
@Jeanne Le Menn

The Hangover Rescue Ritual becomes 
the essential companion at the heart 
of the festivities. @Jeanne Le Menn
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This winter, Space Gallery 
celebrates 15 years in Saint 
Barth! A beacon on the 

island’s art scene, the gallery has 
brought many talented artists onto 
these shores and curated hundreds 
of beautiful exhibitions over the 
past decade and a half. To mark 
this anniversary, the gallery will 
host a new solo exhibition by 
artist Hannah Polskin and invites 
all friends of the gallery and 
island visitors to join in this fes-
tive celebration. 
 
Artist Hannah Polskin will be on 
island for the opening for her lat-
est body of work, "Nocturne." In 
this third exhibition with the 
gallery, Polskin turns her attention 
to the quiet architecture of the 
night, capturing its shadows and 
rhythms in her signature abstract 
language. Using deep, atmospher-
ic textures and sculptural con-
tours, Polskin creates a meditative 
landscape of undulating forms. 
The exhibition invites viewers to 
consider how darkness holds its 
own kind of luminosity, and to 

experience the artist’s newest evo-
lution into the mediums of ink, 
charcoal, and watercolor. 
 
Since Space Gallery's opening it 
has not only become a window 

onto the global art scene sharing 
works by major international 
artists and exciting emerging tal-
ent, but has also become a meet-
ing point for discovery, culture, 
and community.  
 
Many of its core artists, who have 
been a mainstay of the gallery's 
program since the beginning, will 
be featured with exciting new 
works throughout the winter to 
celebrate this milestone. 
 
A stop on your itinerary in Gus-
tavia not to be missed! 
 
Space Gallery St Barth  
at the Carré D’Or in Gustavia 
between Hermes and Cartier.  
Open nonstop  
Mon-Sun 9am-7:30pm 
RSVP: info@spacestbarth.com 
 
Opening Cocktail with artist 
Hannah Polskin -   
December 27 @6-8pm

Space Gallery Celebrates 15 Years 
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«I n my 40-year career in real 
estate on the island, I have 
never come across a prop-

erty that combines so many desir-
able attributes and yet remains 
unknown to most, visitors and res-
idents alike. 
 
Built in the late seventies for an 
American State Senator and his 
family and meticulously main-
tained by its second and current 
owner for the past 30 years, the 
villa sits on 23 acres of lush land 
stretching from Lurin to Gou-
verneur. Since Villa Bois has 
never been on the rental market, 
very few people have had the 
pleasure of visiting and even 
fewer have stayed there other 
than the owners' personal guests. 
As an active player in tourism 
development, I am fortunate to 
be one of those lucky few. 
 
Discovering this secret hideaway 
evokes rare feelings of peace, 
space and tranquility, leaving the 
few privileged visitors with a 
sense of contemplative well-

being. Sweeping ocean views, 
gentle breezes and mature trees 
complete the setting of this peace-
ful oasis isolated from the hustle 
and bustle of island life. With 
hardly a building in sight, the 
views remain unspoiled and the 
privacy of this retreat is assured, 
now and in the future. 
The architecture is simple and 
graceful, steeped in traditional 
Caribbean design, with large, 
shaded verandas providing shel-
ter from the sun and, just as 
importantly, protecting those 
magnificent al fresco dining 
areas that I have enjoyed so 
much over the years. In keeping 
with the style of the existing 
structures, some specific plans 
have recently been drawn up and 
approved for an attractive addi-
tion to the residence. 
 
It takes a discerning investor to 
appreciate and seize an opportu-
nity such as this, which may only 
come on the market once every 
10 years, if at all. The natural sur-
roundings, tranquil setting and 

expansive grounds offer the true 
luxury in St Barth. I am particu-
larly proud to represent this 
exclusive property, a fitting illus-
tration of our agency's values, 
where nature and appropriate liv-
ing spaces coexist in harmony.” 
 

Christian Wattiau  
Chairman, Sibarth Real Estate  

Villa BOIS.  

An Undoubtedly Unique St Barth Retreat

©EmilyLab

©Hugo Allard
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Eight dancers from 
the Paris Opera 
Ballet. A new 

version of Madame But-
terfly. Two female con-
ductors. A candlelight 
concert. A Brazilian 
evening. Jazz. All part of 
the 42nd St Barth Music 
Festival, which takes 
place January 9-19. 
 
“We once again have two 
dance performances with 
eight dancers – including 
three étoiles – from the 
Paris Opera Ballet,” 
notes Corinne Hen-
nequin, president of the 
festival. She also points 
out that both conductors 
this year are female – 
Delyana Lazarova, who 
was part of the festival in 
2024 andwill conduct the 
orchestra concert, and 
Italian conductor Mimma 
Campanale, who will 
direct a new version of 
Madame Butterfly – and 
that 40% of the invited 
artists are female as well. 
 
“When I took over the 
presidency in 2024, one 
of the reasons that really 
motivated me was the 

desire to share that which 
moved me so much dur-
ing all the years I worked 
alongside former presi-
dent Frances DeBroff. 
Many people tell me that 
classical music is not 
their thing! My goal is 
that it becomes so.” Hen-
nequin hopes that every-
one who does not nor-
mally have access to 
classical music will dis-
cover its beauty. “For me 
it is the most poetic trans-
lation of life,” she 
explains. “It embraces 
joy, suffering, abandon-
ment, dreams, love: 
There is no subversion of 
words, and everyone 
inevitably finds their own 
personal meaning in 
them. At various con-
certs, I have seen how the 
miracle of emotion can 
touch people. And it is 
always a deeply moving 
moment to see the emo-
tion you yourself want to 
share shining in someone 
else's eyes; it is such a 
universal language. 
Experiencing happiness 
together may be the 
answer to the increasing-
ly egocentric and individ-

ualistic society in which 
we find ourselves 
immersed.” 
 
The festival features 
extraordinary musicians, 
including first chairs, and 
a half-dozen who have 
come to Saint Barth 
every January for many 
years: Brian Lewis since 
2000; Francis Gouton 
since 1996; Jennifer 
Frautschi since 1993; 
Nitzan Haroz since 2002; 
Jon Manasse since 2003; 
Tereza Stanislav since 
2003; and Maureen Nel-
son since 2003. 
 
The kids’ concert features 
“The Nightingale” by 
Hans Christian Anderson, 
performed by three musi-
cians and a narrator; as 
this version existed only 
in English, Hennquin had 
it translated into French 
and printed 80 copies to 
distribute to the schools 
one month before the 

event so that the kids 
would have the time to 
digest the story and study 
all the different instru-
ments that they will hear. 
 
In collaboration with the 
Tourist Office, a Brazil-
ian evening with feature 
guitarist Will Santt for a 
Bossa Nova concert. 
Jazz, a candlelight con-
cert, and chamber music 
round out the program 
for this exceptional festi-
val that brings world-
class music to the shores 
of Saint Barth! 
 
Reserve your tickets 
and Season Passes 
are on sale at the 
Tourist Office  
or online 

42 Years Of Music In St Barth 
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